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  The	  Domestic	  Violence	  Act	  was	  passed	  in	  Ghana	  in	  2007	  marking	  a	  shift	  in	  
the	  legal	  recourse	  available	  to	  survivors	  of	  intimate	  partner	  violence.	  	  The	  goal	  of	  
my	  research	  is	  to	  identify	  the	  social,	  cultural,	  and	  legal	  changes	  that	  have	  occurred	  
in	  Accra,	  Ghana	  and	  the	  surrounding	  areas	  since	  the	  passage	  of	  the	  DV	  Act.	  	  While	  in	  
Ghana	  I	  spoke	  with	  men	  and	  women	  who	  were	  involved	  in	  the	  struggle	  to	  get	  the	  
bill	  passed,	  as	  well	  as	  NGO	  employees	  and	  government	  officials	  who	  have	  seen	  men	  
and	  women	  utilize	  the	  legal	  rights	  that	  the	  bill	  provides.	  	  I	  wanted	  to	  learn	  as	  much	  
as	  I	  could	  about	  the	  cultural	  complexities	  of	  Ghana	  that	  continue	  to	  make	  the	  
eradication	  of	  intimate	  partner	  violence	  so	  difficult.	  	  In	  the	  end,	  I	  hope	  that	  my	  
research	  will	  add	  to	  a	  growing	  understanding	  of	  what	  is	  most	  lacking	  in	  the	  fight	  to	  
attenuate	  the	  deleterious	  effects	  of	  intimate	  partner	  violence,	  so	  that	  advocates	  will	  
be	  better	  able	  to	  truly	  implement	  the	  DVA’s	  emancipatory	  qualities.	  	  I	  also	  hope	  that	  
the	  study	  will	  be	  a	  catalyst	  to	  promote	  continued	  education	  and	  invigorate	  activism.	  
Methodologically,	  I	  used	  qualitative	  research	  tenets,	  utilizing	  in	  depth	  interviews	  
and	  emergent	  coding.	  Results	  show	  how	  socio-­‐culturally	  informed	  gendered	  
attitudes	  and	  norms	  heavily	  impact	  the	  implementation	  of	  and	  enforcement	  of	  legal	  
frameworks	  within	  communities.	  	  Findings	  also	  aid	  in	  a	  better	  understanding	  of	  the	  
factors	  that	  surround	  violence	  against	  women	  in	  Ghana,	  and	  help	  explain	  how	  such	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Violence	  against	  women	  and	  girls	  is	  a	  problem	  of	  vast	  proportions.	  	  Up	  to	  
70%	  of	  women	  around	  the	  world	  have	  been	  beaten,	  coerced	  into	  sex,	  or	  otherwise	  
abused	  in	  their	  lifetime	  (UNIFEM,	  2011,	  n.p.).	  	  These	  numbers	  paint	  a	  dire	  picture	  
for	  women	  worldwide,	  for	  the	  continued	  economic	  and	  social	  development	  of	  
societies,	  and	  for	  the	  health	  of	  at	  least	  half	  of	  the	  world’s	  population.	  	  However,	  
receiving	  support	  mandated	  by	  a	  legal	  system	  that	  formally	  condemns	  violence	  
against	  women	  does	  not	  necessarily	  translate	  to	  the	  eradication	  or	  even	  the	  
diminishment	  of	  that	  violence.	  	  	  
Some	  formal	  laws	  and	  cultural	  norms	  in	  Ghana	  actually	  contribute	  to	  
violence.	  	  As	  Heidi	  Boas	  notes	  in	  her	  paper	  entitled,	  Lessons	  from	  Ghana:	  The	  
Challenges	  of	  a	  Legal	  Response	  to	  Domestic	  Violence	  in	  Africa,	  “customary	  law	  in	  
Africa—which	  operates	  largely	  apart	  from,	  and	  sometimes	  in	  addition	  to	  Western-­‐
style	  legal	  systems	  often	  treats	  women	  as	  subordinate	  to	  men”	  (2006,	  p.	  3).	  Even	  
with	  the	  implementation	  of	  formal	  laws	  making	  intimate	  partner	  violence	  illegal	  in	  
Africa,	  and	  specifically	  in	  Ghana	  in	  the	  form	  of	  the	  Domestic	  Violence	  Act	  in	  2007,	  
cultural	  attitudes	  that	  promote	  the	  idea	  that	  women	  are	  lesser	  than	  men	  have	  not	  
substantially	  shifted.	  	  Laws	  such	  as	  the	  exclusion	  of	  women	  from	  the	  shared	  
ownership	  of	  marital	  property	  or	  land,	  as	  well	  as	  cultural	  norms	  such	  as	  the	  
payment	  of	  a	  bride	  price	  by	  Ghanaian	  men,	  promote	  the	  idea	  that	  women	  are	  the	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property	  of	  their	  husbands	  (Boas,	  2006,	  p.	  3-­‐4).	  	  These	  laws	  and	  norms	  in	  turn	  
support	  the	  “notion	  that	  a	  husband	  has	  the	  right	  to	  discipline	  his	  wife	  using	  corporal	  
punishment”	  (Boas,	  2006,	  p.	  4).	  	  
Given	  the	  prevalence	  of	  intimate	  partner	  violence	  in	  Ghana,1	  my	  research	  
was	  predicated	  on	  the	  fact	  that	  unraveling	  some	  of	  the	  cultural	  complexities	  and	  
nuances	  that	  continue	  to	  make	  the	  eradication	  of	  intimate	  partner	  violence	  so	  
difficult	  could	  potentially	  aid	  men	  and	  women	  in	  their	  unwavering	  efforts	  to	  educate	  
citizens	  and	  in	  their	  push	  for	  equality	  for	  all	  women.	  Central	  to	  that	  work	  is	  my	  
analysis	  of	  the	  Domestic	  Violence	  Act’s	  (2007)	  impact,	  particularly	  in	  its	  influence	  
on	  shifting	  cultural	  norms	  in	  the	  three	  years	  since	  the	  Act	  was	  passed.	  	  Section	  Two	  
of	  the	  study,	  contains	  a	  review	  of	  the	  literature	  on	  intimate	  partner	  violence	  in	  
Ghana,	  as	  well	  as	  an	  overview	  of	  intimate	  partner	  violence	  and	  its	  context	  in	  Ghana.	  	  
Section	  Three	  outlines	  the	  research	  methods	  and	  findings,	  and	  the	  study	  concludes	  






	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  Human	  Rights	  Watch	  conducted	  a	  national	  study	  in	  2003	  and	  found	  that	  1	  in	  3	  







From	  a	  Gender	  Institute	  put	  on	  by	  the	  Council	  for	  the	  Development	  of	  Social	  
Science	  Research	  in	  Africa	  (CODESRIA),	  came	  several	  papers	  that	  address	  issues	  
relevant	  to	  combating	  violence	  against	  women,	  and	  specifically	  to	  this	  study.	  	  
Research	  produced	  several	  emergent	  themes:	  attitudes	  of	  male	  dominance	  and	  
patriarchy	  in	  Ghana	  (Abane,	  2003),	  gender	  roles	  within	  Ghanaian	  society	  (Ampofo,	  
1993),	  and	  gender	  roles	  within	  marriage	  (Abane,	  2003).	  	  The	  formation	  and	  
reinforcement	  of	  specific	  notions	  of	  masculinity	  and	  femininity	  play	  a	  huge	  role	  in	  
the	  prevalence	  of	  violence	  against	  women	  in	  Ghana.	  	  Women’s	  constraints	  due	  to	  
social,	  cultural	  and	  economic	  barriers	  as	  well	  as	  women’s	  perceptions	  of	  themselves	  
within	  Ghanaian	  society	  including	  the	  family,	  work	  place,	  educational	  system,	  and	  
political	  arena	  also	  negatively	  affect	  the	  push	  for	  gender	  equality	  (Greenstreet,	  
1975,	  Amoakohene,	  2004).	  Corruption	  in	  the	  courts	  and	  legal	  systems	  (Boas,	  2006),	  
as	  well	  as	  socio-­‐spatial	  conditions	  (e.g.	  compound	  homes	  and	  lower-­‐class	  
neighborhoods),	  foster	  abuse	  in	  Accra	  (Appiahene-­‐Gyamfi,	  2007).	  	  Although	  
violence	  against	  women	  is	  a	  health	  concern	  (Lithur,	  2003),	  women	  possess	  agency	  
and	  utilize	  it	  through	  formal	  and	  informal	  channels	  (Green	  1999).	  	  
The	  challenges	  to	  combating	  intimate	  partner	  violence	  include	  nascent	  legal	  
responses	  within	  Africa	  as	  a	  whole	  and	  within	  Ghana	  in	  particular	  (Boas,	  2006).	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Nevertheless,	  Ghana’s	  recent	  legislative	  and	  socially-­‐rooted	  support	  movements	  
stand	  as	  a	  model	  for	  other	  nations	  (Boas,	  2006).	  	  The	  non-­‐profit	  organization,	  The	  
Women’s	  Initiative	  for	  Self-­‐Empowerment	  (WISE),	  funds	  one	  of	  the	  only	  two	  
shelters	  in	  Ghana,	  and	  focuses	  on	  counseling	  and	  support	  services	  for	  women	  and	  
children	  who	  have	  survived	  intimate	  partner	  violence.	  	  During	  2003	  and	  2004	  Heidi	  
Boas,	  a	  law	  student	  at	  Berkley	  University,	  spent	  eight	  months	  in	  Ghana	  volunteering	  
with	  WISE.	  	  Her	  work	  emphasized	  the	  value	  of	  community-­‐centered	  social	  
engagement,	  advocacy	  and	  cultural	  sensitivity	  training	  (Boas,	  2006,	  p.	  19).	  	  
Each	  of	  the	  aforementioned	  papers	  and	  articles	  contributes	  greatly	  to	  the	  
discussion	  surrounding	  gender	  equality	  and	  violence	  against	  women	  in	  Ghana.	  	  
However,	  as	  of	  2009	  there	  seems	  to	  be	  a	  lack	  of	  research	  about	  any	  changes	  that	  
have	  occurred	  in	  Ghana	  since	  the	  passage	  of	  the	  DVA;	  my	  study	  aimed	  to	  address	  
those	  gaps.	  	  My	  data	  analysis	  and	  the	  literature	  review’s	  section	  on	  the	  Socio-­‐
Historical	  Context	  of	  Violence	  Against	  Women	  are	  informed	  by	  the	  book,	  The	  
Architecture	  of	  Violence	  Against	  Women	  in	  Ghana,	  and	  based	  on	  the	  ways	  in	  which	  
emerging	  concepts	  from	  my	  interviews	  interact	  with	  the	  comprehensive	  analysis	  of	  
specific	  themes	  related	  to	  violence	  in	  Ghana.	  The	  book	  was	  published	  in	  December	  
of	  2009	  and	  was	  obtained	  in	  Ghana	  in	  January	  2010,	  after	  my	  data	  collection	  but	  
before	  my	  data	  analysis.	  	  Kathy	  Cusack	  and	  Takyiwaa	  Manuh	  edited	  the	  anthology	  of	  
essays	  written	  specifically	  for	  the	  book	  by	  eleven	  researchers,	  lecturers,	  and	  
professors,	  all	  experts	  in	  their	  respective	  fields.	  	  	  For	  each	  essay,	  authors	  used	  data	  
collected	  in	  a	  nationwide	  study	  done	  by	  The	  Gender	  Studies	  and	  Human	  Rights	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Documentation	  Centre	  in	  1999	  to	  determine	  the	  prevalence	  of	  intimate	  partner	  
violence	  in	  Ghana.	  	  	  
In	  order	  to	  better	  understand	  the	  people	  with	  whom	  I	  spoke	  while	  in	  Ghana,	  I	  
needed	  a	  basic	  grounding	  in	  general	  Ghanaian	  frameworks	  regarding	  women	  and	  
violence.	  More	  specifically,	  I	  needed	  to	  understand	  how	  the	  historical	  background	  of	  
violence	  against	  women	  in	  Ghana	  affects	  the	  current	  day	  situation	  in	  which	  activists	  
find	  themselves.	  	  The	  section	  below	  aims	  to	  address	  that	  background.	  	  Although	  the	  
section	  seems	  bleak,	  I	  would	  like	  to	  point	  out	  that	  there	  are	  many	  wonderful	  
cultural	  traditions	  in	  Ghana,	  as	  well	  as	  loving	  couples	  and	  non-­‐violent,	  respectful	  
men.	  	  My	  research,	  however,	  focuses	  on	  gender	  based	  violence	  and	  inequality,	  and	  
as	  such	  I	  was	  not	  able	  to	  include	  examples	  of	  the	  numerous	  positive	  aspects	  of	  the	  
culture.	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  
	  
A	  Socio-­Historical	  Context	  of	  Violence	  Against	  Women	  in	  Ghana	  
Many	  ethnic	  groups	  inhabited	  what	  is	  modern	  day	  Ghana	  beginning	  around	  
1200	  AD.	  The	  Portuguese	  began	  arriving	  in	  the	  1400s,	  drawn	  to	  the	  area	  to	  trade	  in	  
gold,	  ivory,	  and	  slaves.	  The	  Portuguese	  were	  joined	  by	  the	  Dutch,	  British,	  Swedish,	  
Danish,	  and	  Spanish	  between	  the	  1500s	  and	  1600s	  and	  built	  as	  many	  as	  thirty	  
trading	  forts	  and	  slave	  dungeons.	  	  It	  is	  estimated	  that	  a	  third	  of	  the	  population	  were	  
indentured	  servants	  before	  Europeans	  arrived	  and	  that	  in	  between	  the	  1500s	  and	  
1800s	  9.4	  to	  12	  million	  Africans	  were	  sold	  into	  slavery	  and	  transported	  across	  the	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Atlantic	  Ocean	  to	  North	  and	  South	  America.	  	  At	  the	  same	  time,	  the	  Empire	  of	  
Ashanti,	  whose	  government	  operated	  out	  of	  what	  is	  now	  Kumasi,	  was	  the	  largest	  
and	  one	  of	  the	  most	  influential	  states	  in	  sub-­‐Saharan	  Africa.	  	  Once	  the	  Dutch	  left	  in	  
1847,	  the	  British	  began	  their	  conquest	  for	  power,	  which	  was	  solidified	  in	  1896.	  They	  
remained	  the	  colonial	  power	  until	  Ghana	  declared	  its	  independence	  in	  1957.	  	  
Ghana	  has	  close	  to	  24	  million	  people,	  the	  majority	  of	  whom	  reside	  in	  Accra,	  
the	  capital	  city,	  and	  Kumasi.	  Its	  government	  is	  stable	  and	  democratically	  elected,	  
with	  a	  pluralistic	  judicial	  system	  based	  on	  the	  British	  system,	  known	  as	  common	  
law,	  as	  well	  as	  on	  a	  Ghanaian	  parliamentary	  system,	  and	  on	  traditional	  or	  customary	  
law	  (Manuh,	  2009,	  p.	  39).	  	  Ghana	  is	  split	  into	  three	  different	  ecological	  zones.	  The	  
northern	  region	  consists	  of	  grasslands,	  the	  central	  region	  is	  mostly	  forest,	  and	  the	  
southern	  region	  has	  coastal	  vegetation.	  The	  northern	  region	  is	  known	  for	  farming,	  
but	  its	  “single	  rainfall	  farming	  season”	  limits	  its	  productivity.	  The	  central	  zone	  
supports	  year	  round	  cultivation	  of	  some	  crops,	  and	  the	  southern	  region	  can	  support	  
livestock	  and	  some	  grains	  (Manuh,	  2009,	  p.	  38).	  The	  economy	  relies	  on	  agriculture	  
as	  well	  as	  exports	  such	  as	  gold,	  cocoa,	  timber,	  and	  electricity,	  and	  on	  international	  
assistance	  from	  the	  World	  Bank,	  but	  overall,	  the	  economic	  situation	  in	  Ghana	  has	  
been	  dire	  for	  almost	  30	  years.	  	  
So,	  how	  does	  this	  history	  affect	  gender	  relations	  in	  modern	  day	  Ghana?	  	  The	  
remnants	  of	  colonialism,	  Ghana’s	  reliance	  on	  farming	  and	  international	  assistance	  
programs,	  Ghana’s	  governmental	  and	  judiciary	  structures,	  and	  traditional	  customs	  
and	  laws	  all	  play	  different	  roles	  in	  the	  perpetuation	  of	  gender	  inequity	  in	  the	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country.	  	  Furthermore,	  Ghana’s	  financial	  situation	  has	  created	  an	  economic	  
atmosphere	  that	  makes	  funding	  significant	  social	  reform	  extremely	  difficult.	  	  The	  
following	  paragraphs	  describe	  how	  the	  history	  of	  Ghana	  affects	  gender	  relations	  and	  
violence	  in	  the	  present.	  	  	  
	  
Prevalence	  of	  Violence	  
Violence	  against	  women	  and	  children	  is	  pervasive	  in	  Ghana	  and	  manifests	  
itself	  in	  many	  forms	  including:	  physical	  violence,	  psychological	  violence,	  economic	  
violence,	  and	  violence	  by	  the	  state.	  	  One	  of	  every	  two	  women	  has	  experienced	  some	  
form	  of	  violence	  from	  a	  male	  partner,	  and	  as	  many	  as	  75%	  of	  the	  overall	  population	  
experienced	  violence	  as	  a	  child	  (Cusack,	  2009,	  p.	  1).	  	  	  There	  are	  also	  reports	  of	  acid	  
throwing,	  body	  parts	  being	  burned,	  limbs	  being	  cut	  off,	  wives	  and	  lovers	  being	  
murdered,	  gang	  rapes,	  public	  humiliations,	  stalking,	  forced	  isolation,	  female	  genital	  
mutilation,	  early,	  child,	  and	  forced	  marriage,	  forced	  prostitution,	  degrading	  cultural	  
practices,	  accusations	  of	  witchcraft,	  and	  sexual	  slavery	  (Cusack,	  2009,	  p.	  1-­‐2).	  	  “The	  
individual	  men	  who	  commit	  murder,	  rape	  and	  battery	  of	  women	  in	  Ghana,	  are	  
generally	  not	  deviants	  acting	  out	  some	  pathology”	  (Cusack,	  2009,	  p.11).	  	  Violence	  is	  
the	  norm.	  	  So,	  what	  are	  the	  factors	  that	  contribute	  to	  violence	  as	  a	  norm?	  	  A	  more	  in	  
depth	  view	  of	  Ghana’s	  social,	  economic,	  and	  religious	  structures	  as	  well	  as	  the	  role	  
of	  the	  state	  and	  the	  media,	  issues	  of	  poverty,	  health,	  authoritarianism,	  marriage	  and	  





Poverty	  	  	  
Although	  Ghana	  is	  a	  relatively	  stable	  country,	  there	  are	  more	  people	  in	  Ghana	  
living	  in	  conditions	  of	  poverty	  than	  not,	  with	  over	  one	  in	  five	  living	  in	  extreme	  
poverty.	  In	  real	  numbers,	  this	  means	  that	  over	  six	  million	  people	  in	  the	  country	  
struggle	  everyday	  with	  conditions	  of	  economic	  hardship	  (Cusack,	  2009,	  p.	  13).	  	  
Forty-­‐two	  percent	  of	  the	  population	  is	  without	  clean	  drinking	  water,	  70%	  lack	  
health	  services,	  and	  68%	  are	  without	  sanitation	  (Manuh,	  2009,	  p.43).	  	  Maternal	  and	  
infant	  mortality	  rates	  are	  high,	  malnutrition	  is	  rampant,	  and	  migration	  from	  poor	  
rural	  areas	  to	  urban	  areas	  causes	  crowding	  and	  raises	  the	  risk	  of	  violence.	  	  	  
Although	  poverty	  cannot	  be	  isolated	  as	  the	  only	  cause	  of	  violent	  behavior,	  it	  
is	  most	  definitely	  a	  factor.	  	  Women	  who	  are	  poor	  are	  at	  a	  much	  higher	  risk	  for	  
experiencing	  physical	  violence	  as	  compared	  to	  wealthier	  women	  who	  tend	  to	  suffer	  
more	  psychological	  abuse	  (Cusack,	  2009,	  p.	  13).	  Violence	  does	  not	  occur	  only	  among	  
the	  poor,	  and	  such	  a	  claim	  would	  somehow	  insinuate	  that	  poor	  men	  are	  inherently	  
violent.	  However,	  when	  we	  look	  at	  the	  socialization,	  or	  cultural	  coding,	  of	  men	  and	  
women	  in	  Ghana,	  there	  are	  some	  fundamental	  points	  worth	  noting	  in	  relation	  to	  
poverty	  and	  violence.	  	  
Men	  in	  Ghana	  are	  socialized	  to	  be	  providers.	  	  They	  grow	  up	  with	  a	  sense	  of	  
“entitlement	  to	  love,	  service	  and	  unrestrained	  sexual	  access”	  (Cusack,	  2009,	  p.	  15).	  	  
Furthermore,	  men	  are	  taught	  that	  women	  are	  property,	  that	  they	  are	  inferior	  and	  
unequal,	  and	  that	  women’s	  sexuality	  is	  suspicious	  and	  should	  be	  policed.	  	  Women,	  
9	  
	  
on	  the	  other	  hand,	  are	  taught	  subservience	  and	  obedience;	  that	  men	  are	  superior	  to	  
women.	  	  Both	  men	  and	  women	  grow	  up	  being	  told	  that	  heterosexuality,	  marriage,	  
and	  bearing	  children	  are	  the	  only	  acceptable	  social	  norms	  (Cusack,	  2009,	  p.	  16).	  	  	  
Taking	  these	  gender	  norms	  into	  account,	  one	  can	  understand	  how	  poverty	  
plays	  a	  role	  in	  violence	  and	  how	  different	  “understandings	  of	  masculinities	  and	  
femininities	  act	  as	  scripts	  for	  violence”	  (Cusack,	  2009,	  p.	  16).	  	  When	  a	  man	  cannot	  
provide	  for	  his	  family,	  his	  masculinity	  and	  status	  are	  called	  into	  question.	  Violence	  
can	  often	  be	  a	  way	  of	  regaining	  a	  sense	  of	  control	  in	  the	  household	  and	  more	  so	  of	  a	  
reclamation	  of	  the	  man	  himself.	  	  The	  differences	  in	  the	  socialization	  of	  men	  and	  
women	  could	  help	  explain	  why	  there	  is	  not	  an	  increase	  in	  violence	  against	  men	  
perpetrated	  by	  women	  when	  incidences	  of	  poverty	  for	  women	  rise.	  	  
Although	  economic	  violence	  affects	  both	  men	  and	  women	  in	  Ghana,	  women	  
fare	  much	  worse	  than	  men.	  	  Akua	  Britwum	  and	  Kathy	  Cusack	  define	  economic	  
violence	  as,	  “an	  intentional	  act	  of	  destruction	  of	  property,	  neglect	  of	  material	  needs	  
and/or	  deprivation	  of	  rights	  to	  earn	  an	  income	  or	  to	  benefit	  from	  economic	  
resources”	  (2009,	  p.	  230).	  	  Ghanaian	  women	  produce	  70%	  of	  the	  nation’s	  food	  
crops,	  but	  are	  unable	  to	  own	  land	  or	  get	  credit,	  and	  are	  discouraged	  from	  
participating	  in	  the	  formal	  sector	  as	  politicians	  or	  police,	  bankers	  or	  lawyers	  
(Manuh,	  2009,	  p.	  47).	  When	  women	  do	  participate	  in	  the	  formal	  sector,	  men	  make	  
more	  money	  than	  they	  do	  for	  the	  same	  work.	  	  It’s	  no	  wonder	  then	  that	  many	  women	  
fall	  into	  the	  trap	  of	  economic	  dependence	  on	  their	  husbands	  and	  then	  feel	  as	  though	  
they	  cannot	  leave	  an	  abusive	  relationship.	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Ghana	  also	  participates	  in	  the	  Structural	  Adjustment	  Programmes	  (SAPs)	  of	  
the	  World	  Bank	  and	  the	  International	  Monetary	  Fund	  (IMF).	  	  As	  such	  it	  is	  “manacled	  
to	  the	  international	  financial	  institutions	  by	  virtue	  of	  its	  need	  for	  and	  dependence	  on	  
foreign	  aid	  and	  high	  levels	  of	  external	  debt.	  	  This	  dependency	  comes	  with	  severe	  
controls	  and	  loss	  of	  autonomy.	  	  Policies	  are	  formulated	  in	  the	  international	  financial	  
institutions	  outside	  the	  developing	  country	  of	  target,”	  and	  so	  cannot	  be	  held	  
accountable	  (Britwum,	  Cusack,	  2009,	  p.	  237).	  	  These	  policies	  have	  undermined	  
traditional	  employment	  for	  women	  by	  flooding	  markets	  with	  cheap	  imports	  like	  
biscuits	  and	  textiles—traditional	  economic	  areas	  that	  women	  dominate,	  thereby	  
pushing	  women	  out	  of	  the	  economic	  sector	  (Britwum,	  Cusack,	  2009,	  p.	  240).	  	  
	  
Public	  Sphere	  Versus	  Private	  Sphere	  
Another	  factor	  contributing	  to	  violence	  against	  women	  and	  children	  is	  the	  
strict	  separation	  between	  the	  public	  sphere	  and	  the	  private	  sphere.	  In	  Ghana,	  family	  
life	  takes	  place	  in	  the	  private	  sphere	  where	  men	  are	  the	  heads	  of	  household.	  	  If	  
violence	  occurs,	  many	  women	  do	  not	  report	  it	  because	  such	  things	  are	  to	  stay	  within	  
the	  private	  sphere.	  Other	  family	  members	  may	  encourage	  this	  notion	  of	  silence	  as	  
well.	  	  Although	  the	  state	  has	  had	  its	  say	  in	  matters	  of	  the	  family,	  such	  as	  marriage,	  
divorce,	  child	  custody,	  and	  inheritance,	  it	  has	  a	  non-­‐interventionist	  policy	  when	  it	  
comes	  to	  abuse	  within	  the	  family	  (Cusack,	  2009,	  p.	  21).	  	  	  Women	  “have	  to	  deal	  with	  
the	  instigation	  of	  terror	  by	  an	  all-­‐powerful	  ‘sovereign’	  (the	  man/patriarch);	  they	  are	  
also	  compelled	  to	  turn	  for	  help	  to	  modern	  institutions	  such	  as	  medicine	  and	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psychiatry,	  the	  police	  and	  courts.	  But	  these	  institutions	  often	  re-­‐victimize	  battered	  
women	  by	  pathologizing	  their	  condition	  and	  treating	  them	  as	  mentally	  unhealthy	  
individuals;	  they	  are	  not	  deemed	  capable	  of	  forming	  legitimate	  appraisals	  of	  their	  




Remnants	  of	  colonialism	  have	  also	  left	  their	  mark	  on	  gender	  relations	  in	  
Ghana.	  	  Famous	  literary	  theorist,	  author,	  and	  cultural	  critic	  Edward	  Said	  explains	  
that	  colonialism	  is	  more	  than	  just	  acquisition	  and	  accumulation,	  it	  is	  also	  supported	  
by	  notions	  of	  domination,	  subordination,	  dependency,	  and	  inferiority	  (1994,	  p.	  8).	  	  
Colonization	  creates	  an	  atmosphere	  of	  ‘otherness’	  where	  the	  colonized	  may	  
eventually	  internalize	  a	  sense	  of	  alienation.	  	  During	  Ghana’s	  113	  years	  under	  British	  
rule,	  “gender	  relations	  were	  a	  primary	  site	  for	  conscious	  intervention,	  manipulation,	  
and	  restructuring”	  (Cusack,	  2009,	  p.	  19).	  	  Victorian	  notions	  of	  womanhood	  were	  
held	  forth	  as	  examples	  of	  propriety	  and	  these	  notions	  had	  a	  profound	  effect	  on	  the	  
self-­‐perception	  of	  both	  men	  and	  women	  in	  Ghana.	  	  Even	  after	  independence,	  long	  
periods	  of	  military	  rule	  and	  institutionalized	  state	  violence,	  more	  often	  than	  not	  
perpetrated	  against	  women,	  were	  detrimental	  to	  citizens’	  identities.	  	  In	  1979	  the	  
Armed	  Forces	  Revolutionary	  Council	  (AFRC)	  government	  took	  power	  and	  approved	  
and	  carried	  out	  the	  public	  flogging,	  humiliation,	  and	  rape	  of	  women	  in	  the	  Makola	  
market	  place,	  a	  renowned	  market	  place	  and	  shopping	  district	  in	  the	  centre	  of	  Accra.	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The	  accusations	  against	  the	  women	  were	  that	  they	  had	  been	  hoarding	  goods	  and	  
making	  a	  profit	  during	  an	  economic	  hardship.	  Often	  women	  become	  the	  scape-­‐goats	  
for	  the	  economic	  ills	  of	  society	  (Adomako,	  1993).	  	  When	  this	  horrific	  act	  took	  place,	  
the	  public	  applauded,	  lending	  credence	  to	  the	  fact	  that	  women	  cannot	  be	  trusted	  
and	  need	  to	  be	  controlled.	  
	  
Religion	  
	  Religion	  in	  Ghana	  is	  pervasive	  and	  is	  another	  risk	  factor	  associated	  with	  
violence	  against	  women	  and	  children.	  Most	  Ghanaian	  citizens	  practice	  Christianity,	  
but	  about	  16%	  of	  the	  population	  practice	  Islam.	  	  “Ideologies	  of	  hierarchy,	  male	  
supremacy,	  dominance	  and	  inequality	  permeate	  religious	  doctrines,	  sermons,	  and	  
practice”	  in	  Ghana	  (Cusack,	  2009,	  p.	  22).	  Religion	  teaches	  men	  to	  discipline	  their	  
wives	  as	  a	  form	  of	  social	  control,	  and	  teaches	  women	  to	  be	  patient,	  tolerant,	  and	  
forgiving	  (Cusack,	  2009,	  p.	  23).	  	  The	  dominant	  approach	  to	  counseling	  women	  living	  
with	  violence	  is	  simply	  to	  avoid	  it	  (Oduyoye,	  2009,	  p.	  150).	  	  
Much	  of	  the	  basis	  for	  certain	  practices	  performed	  in	  the	  name	  of	  religion	  is	  
derived	  from	  popular	  beliefs	  and	  taboos	  combined	  with	  a	  literal	  interpretation	  of	  
Biblical	  scripture	  (Oduyoye,	  2009,	  p.	  140,	  143).	  An	  increasingly	  popular	  belief	  in	  
Ghana	  is	  that	  men	  who	  rape	  or	  abuse	  women	  are	  tempted	  by	  evil	  spirits.	  	  The	  irony	  
is	  that	  the	  evil	  spirit	  is	  thought	  to	  live	  within	  the	  female	  victim.	  	  Sometimes	  she	  will	  
be	  left	  alone	  for	  one	  to	  two	  months	  so	  that	  the	  devil	  within	  her	  will	  vanish.	  	  
However,	  an	  exorcism	  in	  the	  name	  of	  God	  is	  just	  as	  often	  seen	  as	  a	  solution.	  	  Again,	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the	  recipients	  of	  the	  exorcisms	  are	  often	  the	  victims,	  as	  they	  are	  the	  individuals	  
responsible	  for	  tempting	  the	  men	  to	  hurt	  them	  (Oduyoye,	  2009,	  p.	  145).	  	  	  
Religious	  leaders	  and	  citizens	  misuse	  Bible	  verses	  and	  passages	  from	  the	  
Qur’an	  and	  Sunna	  to	  justify	  the	  abuse	  of	  women	  and	  children	  for	  acts	  such	  as	  
disobedience,	  flirting,	  correcting	  men’s	  behavior,	  failing	  to	  make	  dinner	  or	  finish	  
household	  chores	  on	  time,	  asking	  for	  school	  fees,	  and	  children	  misbehaving.	  	  As	  they	  
are	  practiced,	  common	  Ghanaian	  religions	  also	  promote	  the	  idea	  that	  women’s	  
sexuality	  is	  sinful	  and	  should	  be	  controlled,	  that	  menstruating	  women	  should	  be	  
isolated	  from	  the	  community,	  and	  that	  women	  should	  observe	  food	  taboos	  and	  
fasting	  during	  pregnancy,	  which	  often	  causes	  harm	  to	  the	  mother	  and	  the	  baby	  
(Oduyoye,	  2009,	  p.	  144).	  	  
	  
Cultural	  Norms	  
There	  are	  also	  many	  cultural	  practices	  in	  Ghana	  that	  contribute	  to	  violence.	  
Although	  “customary	  law	  has	  been	  made	  subservient	  to	  the	  Constitution…practice	  
may	  differ	  from	  legal	  principles,	  and	  in	  reality,	  several	  derogations	  occur	  regularly”	  
(Manuh,	  2009,	  p.	  36).	  	  There	  are	  some	  shaming	  rituals	  for	  men	  who	  defile	  minors	  or	  
who	  beat	  their	  wives	  or	  children	  excessively	  and	  some	  rituals	  that	  gave	  women	  a	  
measure	  of	  protection	  before	  the	  nuclearisation	  of	  the	  family,	  but	  the	  practices	  of	  
female	  genital	  mutilation,	  early	  and	  forced	  marriage,	  and	  widowhood	  rites	  are	  
common.	  	  Widowhood	  rites	  can	  include	  seclusion	  with	  the	  corpse,	  shaving	  one’s	  
head,	  cold	  baths	  for	  three	  weeks,	  bathing	  in	  the	  open	  for	  forty	  days,	  strict	  dress	  and	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dietary	  restrictions,	  and	  having	  pepper	  thrust	  into	  one’s	  eyes.	  	  Another	  common	  
practice	  called	  “trokosi”	  is	  the	  ritual	  slavery	  of	  young	  girls	  to	  atone	  for	  the	  sins	  of	  
family	  members	  (Ampofo,	  Prah,	  2009,	  p.	  99).	  	  In	  some	  parts	  of	  the	  country	  when	  
young	  girls	  are	  viewed	  as	  being	  too	  proud,	  they	  may	  be	  subjected	  to	  a	  “gala”	  or	  gang	  
rape	  to	  humiliate	  and	  subdue	  them,	  reinforcing	  the	  notion	  of	  victim	  blaming	  
(Ampofo,	  Prah,	  2009,	  p.	  118).	  	  Many	  times	  when	  a	  married	  woman	  is	  raped,	  her	  
rapist	  will	  compensate	  her	  husband	  with	  money,	  alcohol,	  or	  sheep,	  reinforcing	  
ownership	  of	  the	  woman	  by	  her	  husband	  (Ampofo,	  Prah,	  2009,	  p.	  108).	  	  Sometimes,	  
if	  the	  woman	  is	  single,	  she	  is	  made	  to	  marry	  her	  rapist	  (Senah,	  2009,	  p.	  302).	  	  This	  is	  
entirely	  illegal,	  but	  it	  happens	  nonetheless.	  	  	  
Polygamy	  is	  a	  pervasive	  practice	  in	  Ghana	  and	  only	  women	  may	  be	  charged	  
with	  adultery	  (Oduyoye,	  2009,	  p.	  146).	  	  Paying	  a	  bride	  price	  is	  also	  common	  and	  
promotes	  the	  idea	  that	  women	  are	  the	  property	  of	  men	  and	  that	  they	  should	  be	  
sexually	  available	  at	  anytime.	  This	  in	  turn	  makes	  the	  notion	  of	  marital	  rape	  
conceptually	  impossible	  for	  many	  men	  and	  some	  women	  in	  Ghana,	  thereby	  leaving	  
women	  at	  a	  higher	  risk	  for	  HIV/AIDS	  as	  they	  often	  cannot	  refuse	  sex	  or	  practice	  safe	  
sex	  even	  with	  their	  husbands.	  Women	  lack	  a	  certain	  amount	  of	  autonomy	  over	  their	  
bodies	  as	  men	  place	  themselves	  in	  charge	  of	  those	  bodies,	  where	  they	  go,	  how	  they	  
dress,	  and	  how	  many	  children	  they	  have,	  and	  because	  divorce	  is	  abhorred	  in	  Ghana,	  
many	  women	  stay	  in	  abusive	  relationships	  for	  fear	  of	  being	  publicly	  shamed.	  
“The	  call	  for	  an	  end	  to	  violence	  against	  women,	  and	  the	  call	  for	  gender	  
equality	  in	  domestic	  and	  sexual	  relations”	  has	  often	  been	  labeled	  as	  an	  importation	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of	  ‘foreign’	  cultures	  into	  a	  supposedly	  harmonious	  Ghanaian	  culture	  (Ampofo,	  Prah,	  
2009,	  p.	  94).	  	  During	  negotiations	  to	  get	  the	  DVA	  passed,	  the	  Minister	  of	  Women’s	  
and	  Children’s	  Affairs	  continually	  stressed	  the	  need	  to	  be	  cautious	  about	  bringing	  in	  
foreign	  values	  because	  it	  would	  “undermine	  Ghanaian	  cultural	  values	  of	  mutual	  
respect	  and	  family	  harmony”	  (Ampofo,	  Prah,	  2009,	  p.	  94).	  	  The	  ongoing	  argument	  
about	  notions	  of	  traditional	  values	  verses	  foreign	  values	  creates	  an	  added	  hurdle	  for	  
activists	  working	  to	  promote	  equality.	  	  	  	  
	  
The	  Media	  
Print	  and	  electronic	  media,	  which	  have	  grown	  significantly	  in	  past	  20	  years,	  
is	  a	  two-­‐edged	  tool	  in	  fighting	  violence	  against	  women.	  	  On	  one	  hand,	  media	  is	  
"heightening	  public	  awareness	  of	  gender-­‐based	  violence	  and	  reporting	  around	  it	  is	  
part	  of	  the	  crucial	  context	  for	  anti-­‐violence	  work”	  (Manuh,	  2009,	  p.	  41).	  	  On	  the	  
other	  hand,	  it	  continues	  to	  under-­‐report	  the	  violence	  and	  blame	  the	  victims	  
(Gadzekpo,	  2009,	  p.	  270).	  	  Perhaps	  a	  female	  victim	  was	  insubordinate,	  threatened	  
her	  husband	  with	  divorce,	  cheated,	  or	  dressed	  provocatively,	  and	  thus	  “deserved”	  to	  
be	  beaten	  or	  raped.	  	  Perhaps	  a	  perpetrator	  had	  been	  drinking	  or	  was	  on	  drugs,	  
stressed	  out,	  or	  was	  simply	  showing	  his	  love	  and	  affection	  for	  the	  victim	  in	  the	  form	  
of	  jealousy.	  Often	  when	  a	  woman	  has	  been	  murdered,	  the	  media	  refer	  to	  the	  incident	  
as	  a	  “tragedy”	  as	  though	  it	  were	  unavoidable,	  and	  refrain	  from	  naming	  the	  crime	  as	  a	  
recurrent	  social	  ill	  or	  avoid	  ascribing	  blame	  to	  the	  perpetrator	  (Gadzekpo,	  2009,	  p.	  
269,	  274).	  	  Misleading	  and	  unclear	  words	  and	  definitions	  are	  often	  used,	  and	  stories	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are	  described	  without	  any	  commentary,	  “providing	  little	  opportunity	  for	  
contextualizing	  complex	  problems	  and	  encouraging	  the	  fragmentation	  of	  social	  
problems,	  while	  producing	  a	  mere	  diary	  of	  the	  violence	  that	  a	  woman	  experiences”	  
(Gadzekpo,	  2009,	  p.	  281).	  	  Graphic	  photos	  often	  accompany	  headlines	  about	  
violence	  against	  women,	  further	  sensationalizing	  the	  incident.	  Reports	  of	  gender-­‐
based	  violence	  in	  Ghana	  are	  a	  double-­‐edged	  sword	  whose	  potential	  to	  be	  an	  
important	  crux	  of	  the	  elimination	  of	  violence	  against	  women	  is	  ambiguous	  at	  best.	  	  
	  
Negative	  Health	  Implications	  
The	  World	  Bank	  estimates	  that	  worldwide,	  violence	  against	  women	  causes	  
more	  damage	  than	  car	  accidents	  and	  malaria	  combined.	  	  Although	  there	  is	  little	  
empirical	  data	  on	  the	  coping	  mechanisms	  and	  health	  seeking	  behaviors	  of	  women	  
subjected	  to	  violence	  in	  Ghana,	  the	  negative	  health	  implications	  of	  that	  violence	  are	  
immense	  and	  include	  physical	  wounds,	  depression,	  sleeplessness,	  paranoia,	  weight	  
loss,	  weight	  gain,	  eating	  disorders,	  neurosis,	  alcoholism,	  multiple	  personality	  
disorder,	  and	  cardiovascular	  disorder,	  and	  lack	  of	  confidence	  and	  self-­‐worth	  (Senah,	  
2009,	  p.	  298).	  One	  of	  the	  reasons	  for	  the	  absence	  of	  data	  reporting	  on	  the	  ways	  
women	  cope	  and	  what	  mental	  and	  physical	  health	  options	  they	  might	  pursue,	  is	  the	  
“private-­‐public	  dichotomy	  of	  violence”	  that	  relegates	  violence	  against	  women	  to	  the	  
private	  sphere	  (Senah,	  2009,	  p.	  288).	  	  It	  is	  also	  true	  that	  there	  tends	  to	  be	  a	  lack	  of	  
skill	  or	  expertise	  within	  the	  healthcare	  industry	  about	  injuries	  that	  could	  be	  related	  
to	  abuse,	  as	  well	  as	  vague	  ideas	  about	  what	  constitutes	  physical	  or	  psychological	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violence.	  	  It	  is	  unclear	  whether	  these	  ideas	  stem	  from	  ignorance,	  a	  general	  lack	  of	  
professional	  education,	  or	  a	  socially-­‐embedded	  refusal	  to	  acknowledge	  that	  violence	  
exists.	  	  Either	  way,	  even	  when	  women	  have	  the	  courage	  to	  treat	  violence	  as	  an	  
offense	  to	  be	  dealt	  with	  in	  the	  public	  sphere	  by	  law	  enforcement	  and/or	  public	  
health	  officials,	  they	  might	  face	  any	  number	  of	  setbacks	  in	  the	  process.	  	  Often	  
women	  are	  re-­‐victimized	  when	  they	  deal	  with	  police	  or	  physicians	  concerning	  
violence.	  	  	  
Ghana’s	  health	  infrastructure	  is	  based	  on	  three	  different	  sectors,	  which	  
include	  the	  formal	  (national	  hospitals	  and	  private	  clinics),	  the	  quasi-­‐formal	  
(acupuncturists,	  homeopathy	  and	  herbalists),	  and	  informal	  (soothsayers,	  magicians,	  
and	  miracle	  working	  prophets)	  (Senah,	  2009,	  p.	  290-­‐293).	  	  Women’s	  health	  choices	  
are	  informed	  by	  their	  physical	  location,	  their	  income,	  and	  the	  severity	  of	  the	  issue(s)	  
they’re	  facing,	  and	  those	  factors	  directly	  relate	  to	  which	  health	  sector,	  if	  any,	  women	  
will	  turn.	  	  To	  add	  to	  the	  difficulties,	  in	  the	  1980s	  and	  1990s	  the	  Ministry	  of	  Health	  
and	  the	  World	  Bank	  instituted	  user-­‐fees	  on	  medical	  care,	  often	  leaving	  women	  
unable	  to	  pay	  for	  medical	  services	  they	  might	  desperately	  need	  (Senah,	  2009,	  p.	  
302).	  	  
To	  further	  complicate	  issues	  surrounding	  violence	  and	  available	  health	  
resources,	  often	  violence	  is	  committed	  to	  women’s	  bodies	  via	  the	  culture’s	  notions	  
of	  reproduction.	  	  Abortion,	  access	  to	  birth	  control,	  unsafe	  birth	  control	  technology,	  
the	  number	  of	  children	  a	  woman	  has,	  childcare,	  maternal	  death,	  the	  burden	  of	  
responsibilities	  for	  reproduction,	  and	  motherhood	  “have	  all	  been	  instruments	  of	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control	  over	  women’s	  bodies,	  in	  some	  instances	  also	  placing	  real	  constrains	  on	  
women’s	  freedom	  of	  movement”	  (Senah,	  2009,	  289).	  	  This	  type	  of	  abuse	  is	  
systematic	  and	  easily	  swept	  under	  the	  rug,	  couched	  in	  gender-­‐normative	  and	  
culturally-­‐normative	  dialogues	  and	  attitudes.	  	  Mental	  health	  issues	  are	  also	  
influenced	  by	  culture	  attitudes.	  Women	  who	  have	  mental	  health	  issues	  resulting	  
from	  abuse	  are	  treated	  with	  suspicion	  and	  hostility.	  People	  often	  think	  they	  are	  
afflicted	  because	  they	  are	  atoning	  for	  sins	  they	  have	  committed,	  or	  that	  their	  
affliction	  is	  the	  result	  of	  a	  curse	  from	  a	  witch	  or	  wizard,	  or	  an	  ancestral	  spirit.	  	  
Overall,	  the	  health	  care	  system	  in	  Ghana	  is	  failing	  to	  meet	  the	  needs	  of	  women	  who	  
suffer	  from	  abuse.	  	  
	  
Corporal	  Punishment	  
The	  educational	  system	  and	  family	  life	  in	  Ghana	  are	  two	  more	  primary	  sites	  
for	  abuse,	  albeit	  the	  abuse	  of	  children.	  	  Although	  experts	  in	  the	  field	  agree	  that	  data	  
indicates	  corporal	  punishment	  does	  not,	  in	  any	  consistent	  way,	  deter	  misbehavior	  
or	  encourage	  good	  behavior	  on	  the	  part	  of	  children,	  corporal	  punishment	  within	  the	  
home	  and	  schools	  is	  legal	  (UNICEF,	  2000).	  	  The	  1961	  Education	  Act	  sanctions	  caning	  
up	  to	  six	  strokes	  within	  the	  classroom.	  	  “Although	  human	  dignity	  is	  invoked	  as	  a	  
guiding	  principal	  in	  all	  matters	  concerning	  discipline	  and	  punishment,	  and	  the	  law	  
protects	  children	  from	  cruelty	  and	  unreasonable	  punishment,	  it	  remains	  vague	  and	  
open	  to	  interpretation…”	  (Prah	  &	  Ampofo,	  2009,	  p.	  205).	  	  Children	  in	  Ghana	  are	  seen	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as	  the	  property	  of	  their	  parents	  and	  guardians,	  and	  as	  such	  may	  be	  punished	  as	  
deemed	  fit	  by	  their	  parents’	  and	  teachers’	  notions	  of	  propriety.	  	  	  
Focus	  groups	  conducted	  during	  the	  aforementioned	  nationwide	  survey	  done	  
by	  the	  Gender	  Studies	  and	  Human	  Rights	  Documentation	  Centre	  in	  1999,	  found	  that	  
the	  overall	  attitudes	  about	  children	  in	  Ghana	  were	  that	  children	  are	  unruly,	  
irrational,	  unreasonable,	  difficult,	  and	  temperamental	  (Prah,	  Ampofo,	  2009,	  p.	  213).	  	  
In	  a	  culture	  that	  places	  such	  emphasis	  on	  blind	  obedience	  to	  authority,	  it	  goes	  
without	  saying	  that	  those	  attitudes	  inform	  parents’	  and	  teachers’	  interactions	  with	  
children.	  	  If	  you	  believe	  that	  children	  are	  innately	  difficult,	  you	  will	  approach	  them	  
with	  disciplinary	  action	  in	  mind.	  	  Obviously,	  not	  all	  children	  are	  unruly,	  but	  even	  for	  
children	  who	  are,	  the	  problem	  lies	  at	  the	  line	  between	  discipline/punishment	  and	  
abuse/violence.	  	  Some	  measures	  used	  to	  correct	  poor	  behavior	  include	  starvation,	  
insults,	  standing	  still	  in	  the	  sun,	  stooping	  for	  long	  periods	  of	  time,	  and	  placing	  ginger	  
or	  pepper	  in	  girls’	  vaginas	  or	  children’s	  anuses.	  	  These	  measures	  may	  be	  taken	  for	  a	  
number	  of	  infractions,	  including	  refusing	  instructions,	  refusing	  chores	  or	  errands,	  
stealing,	  being	  demanding,	  being	  stubborn,	  refusing	  homework,	  or	  coming	  home	  
late	  (Prah,	  Ampofo,	  2009,	  p.	  214).	  	  Violence	  against	  children	  in	  Ghana	  within	  homes	  
and	  schools	  must	  be	  a	  primary	  site	  for	  change	  if	  violence	  as	  a	  whole	  is	  to	  be	  








The	  ways	  in	  which	  individual	  attitudes,	  notions	  of	  culturally	  accepted	  
behavior,	  and	  state	  structures	  are	  mutually	  reinforcing	  are	  complex	  and	  nuanced.	  	  
Audrey	  Gadzekpo	  argues	  that:	  	  
Gender	  based-­‐violence	  takes	  place	  and	  is	  supported	  at	  the	  personal	  level	  of	  
individual	  consciousness	  and	  action,	  and	  the	  interpersonal	  level	  of	  
relationships.	  But	  the	  family,	  culture,	  educational	  systems,	  religion,	  economic	  
arrangements	  and	  the	  apparatus	  of	  the	  state,	  the	  structural	  foundations	  of	  
social	  organization,	  are	  also	  complicit.	  Variously,	  these	  structural	  
foundations	  perpetuate	  hierarchal	  orders	  that	  exert	  power	  and	  control	  and	  
reinforce	  violence	  at	  the	  private	  level	  of	  household	  and	  family	  and	  at	  the	  
public	  level	  of	  employment	  and	  the	  state.	  (2009,	  p.	  317)	  	  	  
The	  cultural	  climate	  in	  Ghana	  diminishes	  the	  autonomy	  of	  women	  and	  children,	  and	  
although	  some	  minds	  and	  attitudes	  are	  changing,	  some	  institutions	  are	  responsive,	  
and	  some	  legislation	  has	  been	  passed,	  the	  overall	  shift,	  implementation,	  and	  











The	  purpose	  of	  this	  phase	  of	  the	  study	  was	  to	  gain	  a	  greater	  understanding	  of	  
the	  personal	  histories,	  attitudes,	  opinions,	  and	  theories	  of	  several	  men	  and	  women	  
in	  Ghana	  who	  have	  been	  working	  to	  eradicate	  gender	  based	  violence.	  	  The	  
interviews	  were	  also	  a	  way	  to	  situate	  these	  men	  and	  women	  within	  the	  larger	  
context	  of	  violence	  in	  Ghana.	  	  
	  
Data	  Gathering,	  Coding,	  and	  Emergent	  Themes	  
Recruitment	  
Three	  participants	  were	  chosen	  based	  on	  research	  into	  agency	  and	  non-­‐
profit	  websites.	  	  Five	  were	  interviewed	  at	  the	  recommendation	  of	  other	  
interviewees.	  	  Participants	  for	  the	  interviews	  were	  recruited	  through	  three	  different	  
methods.	  	  One	  potential	  participant	  from	  DOVVSU	  was	  sent	  a	  formal	  letter	  (see	  
Appendix	  C).	  	  The	  letter	  informed	  her	  of	  the	  purpose	  of	  the	  research	  and	  inquired	  
whether	  she	  or	  any	  other	  DOVVSU	  employees	  would	  be	  willing	  to	  be	  interviewed.	  	  
Two	  potential	  participants	  were	  contacted	  by	  phone,	  told	  about	  the	  project,	  and	  
asked	  whether	  or	  not	  they	  would	  like	  to	  set	  up	  a	  meeting.	  	  The	  third	  recruitment	  
method	  was	  snowballing.	  	  After	  completion	  of	  each	  interview,	  I	  asked	  the	  
interviewees	  if	  they	  knew	  of	  other	  people	  who	  might	  be	  willing	  participants	  in	  the	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project,	  and	  that	  led	  to	  five	  additional	  participants.	  Those	  five	  participants	  were	  
approached	  in	  person	  via	  the	  recommendation	  of	  other	  participants.	  	  All	  interviews	  
were	  conducted	  in	  person,	  and	  all	  participants’	  names	  and/or	  names	  mentioned	  
during	  the	  interviews	  have	  been	  altered	  and	  pseudonyms	  used	  to	  retain	  the	  privacy	  
and	  confidentiality	  of	  each	  individual.	  	  	  
	  
Participants	  
Interviews	  were	  conducted	  with	  two	  Ghanaian	  men	  and	  six	  Ghanaian	  women	  
in	  eight	  offices	  in	  four	  different	  locales	  within	  Ghana.	  	  All	  participants	  interviewed	  
were	  currently	  active	  within	  either	  a	  private	  organization	  working	  to	  serve	  women	  
and/or	  children	  or	  within	  the	  public	  sector	  in	  Ghana.	  	  Each	  participant	  did	  work	  on	  
intimate	  partner	  violence	  or	  work	  directly	  related	  to	  issues	  surrounding	  intimate	  
partner	  violence.	  	  All	  participants	  were	  currently	  living	  in	  Accra,	  the	  capital	  city	  of	  
Ghana,	  during	  the	  time	  of	  the	  interviews.	  	  One	  participant	  was	  hesitant	  to	  give	  her	  
age,	  one	  offered	  hers,	  and	  six	  others	  were	  not	  asked,	  therefore	  I	  do	  not	  have	  
accurate	  information	  about	  age	  range.	  	  Their	  appearance	  and	  experiences,	  however,	  
indicate	  that	  two	  were	  probably	  under	  thirty,	  two	  were	  probably	  in	  their	  thirties,	  







Instrument	  and	  Interviews	  
The	  semi-­‐structured	  interviews	  followed	  an	  interview	  guide	  (see	  Appendix	  
B)	  derived	  from	  previous	  literature	  and	  the	  help	  of	  an	  advisor.	  Questions	  were	  
shaped	  by	  a	  rich	  feminist	  history	  of	  collecting	  oral	  narratives,	  and	  chosen	  based	  on	  
agency	  type	  and	  the	  specific	  person	  being	  interviewed.	  	  Although	  the	  interview	  
questions	  guided	  the	  conversation	  between	  researcher	  and	  participant,	  the	  
interview	  was	  semi-­‐structured	  to	  allow	  modification	  based	  on	  what	  was	  deemed	  
appropriate	  (cf.	  Robson,	  2002).	  This	  allowed	  flexibility	  from	  both	  the	  researcher	  and	  
participants	  to	  expand	  on	  issues	  of	  more	  relevance	  to	  them.	  I	  asked	  follow	  up	  
questions	  and	  probe	  questions	  where	  necessary.	  	  The	  interviews	  were	  audio	  
recorded	  on	  an	  iRiver	  recording	  device.	  
	  
Limitations	  
The	  research	  was	  limited	  in	  its	  scope	  due	  to	  several	  factors.	  These	  include	  a	  
limited	  amount	  of	  time	  in	  the	  country	  based	  on	  funding,	  interviewees’	  time	  
constraints,	  bureaucratic	  red	  tape,	  and	  cultural	  logistics.	  	  
	  
Data	  Management,	  Coding,	  and	  Findings	  
The	  audio	  recordings	  and	  later	  the	  transcriptions	  were	  all	  kept	  under	  physical	  and	  
computer	  lock	  in	  my	  room	  in	  Ghana	  as	  well	  as	  in	  my	  home	  upon	  my	  return	  to	  the	  United	  
States.	  	  The	  interviews	  were	  transcribed	  word	  for	  word	  by	  the	  researcher,	  and	  then	  coded	  
according	  to	  emergent	  themes,	  with	  attention	  to	  themes	  at	  the	  individual	  and	  cultural	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levels.	  	  Following	  the	  initial	  coding	  process	  (65	  codes),	  codes	  were	  condensed	  into	  six	  
clusters	  of	  themes	  (cf.	  Miles	  &	  Huberman,	  1994).	  HyperRESEARCH	  qualitative	  data	  analysis	  
software	  program	  was	  utilized	  to	  help	  organize	  the	  data	  and	  triangulate	  themes.	  Theme	  
development	  was	  informed	  by	  an	  integrated	  framework	  that	  recognized	  the	  inherent	  
interaction	  and	  dependency	  of	  individual	  and	  cultural	  variables.	  	  Emergent	  themes	  include:	  
a	  lack	  of	  resources,	  funding,	  research,	  and	  expertise	  nationwide,	  the	  influence	  of	  powerful	  
women’s	  groups	  within	  and	  outside	  of	  Ghana,	  crippling	  cultural	  taboos	  as	  they	  relate	  to	  
gender	  equity	  in	  Ghana,	  the	  need	  for	  education	  and	  sensitization,	  government	  ineptitude,	  
and	  the	  challenges	  and	  triumphs	  of	  the	  individual	  activist.	  
	  
Emergent	  Themes	  
Lack	  of	  Resources	  
Throughout	  the	  interviews	  the	  problem	  of	  a	  lack	  of	  funding,	  resources,	  
research,	  and	  expertise	  within	  Ghana	  was	  raised	  more	  than	  any	  other	  theme.	  
Although	  the	  interviewees	  placed	  more	  weight	  on	  different	  aspects	  of	  gaps	  and	  
deficiencies	  and	  how	  those	  affected	  their	  specific	  organizations,	  the	  theme	  was	  
prevalent	  throughout	  each	  interview.	  	  	  	  
	   When	  the	  Domestic	  Violence	  Act	  was	  passed	  in	  2007,	  a	  Domestic	  Violence	  
Management	  Board	  was	  set	  up	  to	  handle	  effective	  implementation	  of	  the	  law.	  	  The	  
Act	  also	  allocated	  funds	  for	  the	  board,	  but	  as	  of	  yet	  very	  little	  of	  the	  money	  available	  
has	  been	  disseminated.	  	  Most	  of	  the	  funding	  was	  or	  will	  be	  donated	  by	  other	  
countries	  or	  organizations	  outside	  of	  Ghana,	  who	  support	  the	  Act	  and	  have	  an	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interest	  in	  eradicating	  gender-­‐based	  violence	  throughout	  the	  world.	  	  The	  lack	  of	  
funding	  has	  as	  much	  to	  do	  with	  bureaucratic	  red	  tape	  as	  it	  does	  with	  the	  politics	  of	  
patriarchy	  (see	  the	  government	  ineptitude	  section	  below),	  and	  has	  far	  reaching	  
implications	  for	  the	  success	  of	  the	  DVA.	  	  	  
As	  of	  now,	  there	  are	  only	  two	  shelters	  in	  Ghana,	  a	  country	  with	  over	  24	  
million	  people,	  and	  both	  are	  run	  by	  private	  institutions.	  	  The	  management	  board	  
was	  tasked	  with	  building	  more,	  but	  has	  not	  broken	  ground	  on	  any.	  	  During	  a	  visit	  to	  
the	  Domestic	  Violence	  Victims’	  Support	  Unit	  (DOVVSU),	  I	  noted	  that	  the	  waiting	  
room	  was	  full	  and	  people	  waited	  in	  long	  lines	  stretching	  down	  several	  hallways	  and	  
outside.	  	  One	  interviewee,	  Kwame,	  noted	  that	  employees	  at	  DOVVSU	  and	  the	  
Department	  of	  Social	  Welfare	  are	  often	  so	  backed	  up	  with	  cases	  that	  they	  feel	  
pressure	  to	  rush	  and	  find	  a	  solution	  to	  move	  people	  along.	  	  There	  is	  literally	  not	  
enough	  space	  for	  people	  in	  the	  building.	  	  He	  said	  that,	  were	  DOVVSU	  and	  the	  
Department	  of	  Social	  Welfare	  to	  have	  their	  own	  shelter,	  a	  space	  for	  women	  and	  
children	  to	  wait	  or	  take	  refuge	  while	  their	  cases	  were	  being	  processed,	  employees	  
would	  feel	  less	  pressure	  to	  make	  split	  second	  decisions,	  and	  thus	  serve	  victims’	  
needs	  more	  effectively.	  	  Often,	  he	  stated,	  cases	  are	  closed	  without	  ever	  involving	  the	  
courts.	  	  For	  employees,	  knowing	  that	  there	  are	  no	  shelters	  for	  women	  to	  take	  refuge	  
in	  and	  that	  they	  will	  most	  likely	  return	  to	  an	  abusive	  situation,	  is	  difficult.	  	  Kwame’s	  
lament	  was	  shared	  by	  several	  other	  interviewees.	  	  	  
Creating	  positions	  within	  DOVVSU	  and	  the	  Department	  of	  Social	  Welfare	  is	  
another	  challenge.	  	  One	  interviewee,	  Akosua,	  noted	  that	  she	  was	  supposed	  to	  have	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36	  more	  staff	  members,	  but	  without	  physical	  space	  to	  house	  them,	  she	  cannot	  fill	  the	  
positions.	  	  She	  mentioned	  that	  because	  of	  the	  sensitive	  nature	  of	  intimate	  partner	  
violence	  cases,	  there	  must	  be	  enough	  space	  to	  ensure	  the	  privacy	  of	  victims.	  	  Finding	  
rooms	  is	  not	  the	  only	  issue,	  however;	  furniture	  and	  supplies	  like	  desks,	  chairs,	  
computers,	  and	  phones	  are	  also	  required.	  	  	  
A	  lack	  of	  formal	  education	  or	  training	  further	  complicates	  the	  issue	  where	  
space	  is	  available	  and	  positions	  are	  open.	  	  Abena,	  an	  employee	  of	  WISE,	  noted	  that	  
there	  is	  a	  significant	  lack	  of	  counselors	  and	  clinical	  psychologists	  in	  Ghana.	  	  DOVVSU	  
and	  the	  Department	  of	  Social	  Welfare	  do	  not	  have	  any	  clinical	  psychologists	  and	  
WISE	  only	  has	  a	  handful.	  	  One	  can	  imagine	  what	  it	  might	  look	  like	  to	  staff	  shelters	  as	  
they	  are	  built.	  	  	  
Kwame	  also	  pointed	  out	  that	  the	  police	  who	  work	  in	  the	  DOVVSU	  unit	  are	  not	  
properly	  sensitized	  to	  issues	  surrounding	  intimate	  partner	  violence.	  	  Many	  are	  
simply	  officers	  who	  went	  through	  general	  training	  and	  then	  were	  transferred	  to	  the	  
department.	  Kwame	  stated	  that	  to	  work	  in	  DOVVSU,	  you	  must	  have	  “a	  certain	  kind	  
of	  manner,”	  and	  the	  personnel,	  in	  his	  opinion,	  are	  “woefully,	  woefully	  bad.”	  	  	  
There	  is	  a	  need	  in	  Ghana	  for	  a	  coordinated,	  sustainable	  infrastructure	  to	  
respond	  quickly	  and	  effectively	  to	  gender	  based	  violence.	  	  Akosua	  calls	  this	  notion	  a	  
“one	  stop	  shop,”	  where	  all	  of	  the	  services	  and	  resources	  needed	  to	  address	  violence	  
are	  on-­‐site	  and	  in	  one	  place.	  	  She	  identified	  South	  Africa	  as	  an	  example	  of	  an	  African	  
country	  that	  has	  successfully	  created	  this	  kind	  of	  resource,	  and	  her	  plan	  is	  to	  put	  
structural	  systems	  into	  place	  that	  will	  outlive	  her.	  	  She	  dreams	  of	  a	  time	  when	  Ghana	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will	  have	  “one	  stop	  shops”	  throughout	  the	  country.	  	  These	  sites	  would	  include	  
counseling	  services	  and	  psychologists	  for	  adults	  and	  children,	  physicians	  to	  perform	  
examinations,	  lawyers	  to	  provide	  legal	  counsel,	  a	  shelter	  to	  house	  those	  who	  need	  to	  
escape	  a	  dangerous	  situation,	  and	  a	  court	  system	  with	  private	  rooms	  so	  that	  victims	  
would	  not	  have	  to	  see	  the	  perpetrator	  if	  they	  did	  not	  wish	  to.	  	  Abena	  would	  also	  like	  
to	  see	  a	  working	  24-­‐hour	  hotline	  where	  victims	  can	  call	  for	  advice	  or	  directions	  to	  
the	  nearest	  shelter.	  	  There	  is	  currently	  a	  hotline	  through	  the	  ARK	  Foundation	  and	  
one	  through	  WISE,	  but	  only	  one	  of	  those	  is	  24	  hours,	  and	  the	  other	  is	  spotty	  at	  best	  
due	  to	  incessant	  troubles	  with	  Vodofone.	  	  	  
Juvenile	  justice	  is	  another	  area	  in	  which	  resources	  and	  expertise	  are	  lacking.	  	  
As	  of	  yet,	  there	  is	  no	  system	  to	  help	  place	  abused	  children	  in	  shelters	  or	  residential	  
treatment	  centers.	  	  Ghana	  does	  not	  have	  anything	  akin	  to	  Child	  Protective	  Services	  
in	  the	  United	  States,	  and	  the	  termination	  of	  a	  parent’s	  right	  to	  care	  for	  a	  child	  is	  
unheard	  of.	  	  If	  someone	  reports	  the	  abuse	  of	  a	  child	  to	  the	  Department	  of	  Social	  
Welfare,	  the	  department	  will	  try	  to	  place	  the	  child	  with	  a	  relative.	  	  If	  no	  relative	  is	  
available,	  the	  child	  will	  be	  sent	  back	  home.	  	  One	  of	  the	  reasons	  given	  for	  this	  is	  that	  
disrupting	  a	  child’s	  schooling	  can	  have	  detrimental	  effects.	  	  Youths	  who	  run	  away	  
from	  abusive	  situations	  often	  end	  up	  on	  the	  streets,	  hawking	  wares	  and	  paying	  
older,	  stronger	  boys	  to	  protect	  them	  at	  night.	  	  Kwame	  has	  been	  doing	  his	  own	  
research	  on	  youth	  violence	  and	  hopes	  to	  bring	  it	  to	  the	  attention	  of	  the	  government	  
and	  develop	  a	  juvenile	  justice	  program.	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Long	  term	  counseling	  in	  Ghana	  is	  very	  rare.	  	  Although	  an	  organization	  like	  
WISE	  or	  the	  ARK	  Foundation	  might	  suggest	  that	  someone	  continue	  counseling	  for	  
an	  extended	  period	  of	  time,	  the	  likelihood	  that	  the	  client	  will	  pursue	  long-­‐term	  
counseling	  is	  very	  small.	  	  There	  are	  any	  number	  of	  reasons	  for	  this:	  lack	  of	  money,	  
time	  constraints,	  or	  pressure	  from	  friends,	  family	  or	  spouses	  to	  name	  a	  few.	  	  Abena	  
noted	  that	  persuading	  a	  victim	  to	  commit	  to	  long-­‐term	  counseling	  is	  a	  challenge.	  	  
Recently,	  she	  has	  been	  attempting	  to	  persuade	  abusive	  men	  to	  accept	  counseling	  
services.	  	  If	  a	  woman	  is	  sent	  to	  WISE	  or	  seeks	  out	  the	  organization	  herself,	  in	  some	  
cases	  counselors	  will	  ask	  that	  her	  partner	  come	  in	  and	  talk	  with	  WISE	  acting	  as	  a	  
mediator.	  	  Counselors	  will	  try	  to	  help	  the	  perpetrator	  understand	  why	  his	  partner	  
has	  sought	  refuge	  with	  WISE	  or	  left	  to	  stay	  with	  a	  relative,	  and	  steps	  he	  can	  take	  to	  
rectify	  the	  situation.	  	  One	  of	  those	  steps	  is	  counseling	  with	  WISE.	  	  Abena	  has	  seen	  
some	  men	  accept	  the	  suggestions,	  but	  very	  few	  of	  them	  do.	  	  She	  also	  noted	  that	  even	  
when	  men	  complete	  counseling	  and	  their	  spouses	  return	  home,	  it	  is	  difficult	  to	  keep	  
track	  of	  the	  couple.	  	  Often	  the	  woman	  will	  say	  that	  everything	  at	  home	  is	  okay,	  but	  
without	  further	  counseling	  it	  is	  impossible	  to	  know	  for	  sure.	  	  Her	  hope	  is	  that	  
DOVVSU	  will	  develop	  a	  counseling	  center	  for	  perpetrators	  because,	  she	  claims,	  
people	  are	  much	  more	  inclined	  to	  listen	  to	  and	  take	  the	  advice	  of	  the	  police	  than	  
they	  are	  to	  listen	  to	  a	  non-­‐profit	  organization.	  	  With	  highly	  trained	  and	  sensitized	  
counselors,	  perpetrator	  counseling	  could	  be	  a	  huge	  boon	  to	  the	  eradication	  of	  
gender-­‐based	  violence.	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   Another	  challenge	  Ghana	  faces	  is	  a	  lack	  of	  research	  into	  specific	  areas	  and	  
how	  they	  intersect	  with	  issues	  of	  gender,	  as	  well	  as	  a	  lack	  of	  research	  post	  the	  
passage	  of	  the	  DVA	  to	  determine	  its	  effects.	  	  The	  latter	  might	  soon	  be	  addressed	  by	  
the	  Ministry	  of	  Women’s	  and	  Children’s	  Affairs	  (MOWAC).	  	  In	  an	  email	  exchange	  
with	  an	  employee	  at	  the	  Gender	  Center,	  I	  was	  informed	  that	  the	  Center	  does	  not	  
plan	  on	  conducting	  any	  research	  in	  the	  near	  future,	  but	  that	  MOWAC	  has	  hinted	  that	  
a	  national	  study	  might	  be	  done.	  	  At	  this	  point	  it	  is	  difficult	  to	  tell	  whether	  incidents	  
of	  violence	  have	  actually	  increased	  or	  whether	  more	  people	  are	  simply	  reporting	  
abuse	  because	  there	  are	  now	  legal	  systems	  in	  place	  to	  address	  their	  grievances.	  	  The	  
former	  issue	  is	  important	  for	  what	  it	  could	  illuminate	  about	  the	  way	  decisions	  are	  
made	  within	  the	  economic	  and	  political	  sectors	  in	  relation	  to	  women.	  	  A	  female	  
employee	  of	  Third	  World	  Network-­‐Africa,	  Afua,	  noted	  that	  gender	  tends	  to	  be	  an	  
“add-­‐on”	  within	  some	  organizations	  and	  programs.	  	  She	  would	  like	  more	  empirical	  
data	  in	  order	  to	  persuade	  people	  that	  women	  are	  badly	  affected	  when	  they	  are	  kept	  
from	  participating	  in	  the	  economic	  and	  political	  sectors.	  	  More	  research	  is	  also	  
needed	  to	  address	  violence	  against	  women	  outside	  of	  the	  domestic	  sphere,	  in	  order	  
to	  persuade	  the	  government	  to	  implement	  laws	  against	  violence	  and	  sexual	  
harassment	  in	  the	  workplace	  and	  elsewhere.	  
The	  main	  problem	  that	  victims	  in	  Ghana	  currently	  face,	  aside	  from	  the	  lack	  of	  
resources	  and	  expertise,	  is	  the	  fragmented	  nature	  of	  the	  services	  that	  are	  available.	  	  
Often	  victims	  are	  expected	  to	  travel	  to	  several	  different	  locations	  for	  services	  they	  
might	  need.	  	  Many	  women	  cannot	  afford	  the	  travel	  expenses,	  some	  simply	  do	  not	  
30	  
	  
have	  the	  time	  to	  commute	  to	  different	  parts	  of	  town,	  and	  others	  are	  re-­‐traumatized	  
by	  the	  experience	  of	  being	  shuffled	  around	  at	  their	  own	  expense	  after	  having	  
suffered	  abuse.	  	  	  
	  
Government	  Ineptitude	  
	   There	  has	  long	  been	  an	  argument	  over	  whether	  change	  happens	  more	  
effectively	  when	  you	  address	  problems	  and	  work	  to	  fix	  them	  from	  the	  bottom	  up	  or	  
the	  top	  down.	  	  The	  same	  argument	  exists	  in	  Ghana	  in	  relation	  to	  intimate	  partner	  
violence.	  	  One	  participant,	  Kwaku,	  believes	  that	  affecting	  change	  from	  the	  bottom	  up	  
is	  preferable.	  	  He	  has	  worked	  at	  the	  service	  provision	  level	  as	  a	  counselor	  and	  
psychologist	  for	  many	  years	  and	  was	  involved	  in	  the	  coalition	  that	  worked	  to	  get	  the	  
DVA	  passed.	  	  He	  argued	  that	  people	  who	  work	  at	  that	  level	  understand	  where	  the	  
gaps	  in	  the	  system	  are	  and	  how	  to	  create	  a	  framework	  to	  address	  those	  gaps.	  	  Other	  
interviewees	  believe	  that	  in	  order	  to	  affect	  change,	  the	  message	  about	  intimate	  
partner	  violence	  needs	  to	  come	  from	  the	  highest	  levels	  of	  government.	  
	   Many	  of	  the	  bottom-­‐up	  thinkers,	  derive	  their	  notions	  of	  government	  
ineptitude	  from	  experience	  with	  a	  government	  that	  does	  not	  live	  up	  to	  its	  promises.	  	  
Women’s	  issues	  have	  long	  been	  relegated	  to	  the	  background	  within	  Ghanaian	  
politics.	  	  Afua	  noted	  that	  Ghana	  needs	  a	  “political	  mind	  shift.”	  	  It	  is	  extremely	  
important	  that	  the	  Minster	  of	  Women’s	  and	  Children’s	  Affairs	  and	  the	  Minster	  of	  
Justice	  maintain	  a	  good	  relationship	  with	  the	  different	  organizations	  working	  
throughout	  Ghana	  to	  eradicate	  gender	  inequity	  and	  violence	  in	  the	  country,	  but	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unfortunately,	  this	  has	  not	  always	  been	  the	  case.	  	  Contentious	  relationships	  have	  
caused	  setbacks	  to	  the	  movement.	  	  Often,	  where	  relationships	  are	  good,	  
bureaucratic	  red	  tape	  takes	  over	  to	  thwart	  progress.	  	  Abena	  noted	  that	  the	  red	  tape	  
in	  disseminating	  money	  for	  specific	  tasks	  has	  been	  so	  bad	  that	  there	  are	  rumors	  that	  
some	  in	  the	  donor	  community	  might	  withdraw	  their	  funding.	  
	   The	  pinnacle	  of	  government	  ineptitude	  came	  in	  January	  of	  2010	  when	  the	  
President,	  John	  Atta	  Mills,	  held	  a	  press	  conference	  to	  address	  the	  current	  state	  of	  
Ghana.	  	  When	  asked	  about	  building	  women’s	  shelters	  in	  different	  regions,	  the	  
President	  remarked	  that	  the	  government	  simply	  did	  not	  have	  the	  resources	  and	  that	  
it	  was	  important	  to	  prioritize.	  	  In	  response	  to	  this	  statement,	  Abena	  remarked:	  
I	  couldn’t	  believe	  I	  heard	  that.	  	  Can	  you	  imagine?	  	  This	  is	  somebody	  who,	  a	  
couple	  of	  months	  back,	  was	  in	  New	  York,	  talking	  about	  the	  various	  things	  
that	  Ghana	  is	  doing	  to	  address	  women’s	  empowerment,	  which	  is	  true.	  	  This	  is	  
a	  country	  that	  is	  so	  proud	  of	  the	  Domestic	  Violence	  Act,	  because	  we	  are	  one	  
of	  the	  few	  countries	  on	  the	  continent	  who	  have	  passed	  it.	  	  In	  that	  Act,	  the	  
government	  is	  obliged	  to	  set	  up	  a	  shelter	  in	  each	  district.	  	  And	  then,	  when	  we	  
have	  a	  platform	  to	  address	  the	  issue,	  our	  answer	  is	  we	  don’t	  have	  enough	  
resources…what	  are	  our	  priorities?	  That	  was	  the	  biggest	  blow	  that	  you	  could	  
ever	  give	  to	  anybody.	  	  When	  I	  think	  of	  the	  statement	  that	  the	  President	  made,	  
I	  think	  it’s	  ridiculous,	  and	  I	  think	  no	  donor	  should	  hear	  that.	  	  
She	  believes	  the	  comment	  stems	  from	  a	  mentality	  of	  deep	  seeded	  gender	  inequity.	  	  A	  
statement	  from	  the	  president	  indicating	  that	  women’s	  issues	  lack	  importance	  for	  the	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government	  is	  a	  tremendous	  setback	  for	  gender	  equity	  in	  Ghana,	  and	  efforts	  should	  
focus	  on	  addressing	  the	  president’s	  comment	  and	  educating	  him	  and	  his	  




All	  of	  the	  participants	  in	  the	  study	  cited	  examples	  of	  cultural	  practices	  and	  
traditions	  that	  work	  to	  prevent	  education	  on	  and	  usage	  of	  the	  DVA,	  as	  well	  as	  
promote	  rigid	  notions	  of	  gender	  roles	  and	  parental	  control.	  	  Ghana	  is	  traditionally	  a	  
very	  communal	  and	  family	  based	  society,	  so	  it	  is	  common	  for	  families	  to	  deal	  with	  
conflicts	  internally	  rather	  than	  seek	  outside	  help.	  Some	  people	  are	  determined	  to	  
prevent	  education	  on	  the	  DVA	  because	  they	  see	  it	  as	  in	  direct	  opposition	  to	  Ghana’s	  
traditional	  familial	  structure.	  	  Furthermore,	  the	  internalization	  of	  abuse	  has	  led	  
some	  women	  to	  accept	  and	  even	  expect	  it.	  	  Over	  time,	  within	  a	  patriarchal,	  capitalist	  
society,	  the	  internalization	  of	  norms	  of	  submission	  and	  abuse,	  leads	  to	  a	  belief	  that	  
submission	  and	  abuse	  are	  normal	  parts	  of	  life.	  Those	  same	  women	  who	  have	  
internalized	  abuse	  may	  prevent	  education	  on	  intimate	  partner	  violence	  because	  
they	  believe	  that	  women	  belong	  in	  the	  domestic	  sphere	  and	  should	  be	  submissive	  to	  
men.	  	  They	  will	  deny	  that	  marital	  rape	  exists	  and	  tell	  other	  women	  to	  stay	  with	  
abusive	  partners.	  	  	  
Certain	  cultural	  attitudes	  in	  Ghana	  also	  encourage	  practices	  such	  as	  caning	  
and	  female	  genital	  mutilation,	  and	  help	  uphold	  laws	  such	  as	  the	  one	  that	  bans	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women	  from	  owning	  land.	  	  Although	  female	  genital	  mutilation	  is	  illegal,	  many	  
women	  travel	  across	  the	  border	  to	  have	  it	  done.	  	  There	  is	  a	  certain	  amount	  of	  
pressure	  placed	  on	  women	  to	  endure	  the	  procedure	  because	  failure	  to	  do	  so	  may	  
label	  them	  the	  wrong	  kind	  of	  woman.	  	  Similarly,	  caning	  in	  schools	  has	  been	  banned	  
for	  the	  most	  part,	  but	  many	  schools	  still	  practice	  it.	  	  Although	  some	  citizens	  in	  Ghana	  
believe	  caning	  should	  be	  outlawed	  by	  the	  government,	  the	  phrase	  “spare	  the	  rod,	  
spoil	  the	  child”	  is	  often	  invoked	  to	  justify	  its	  continuation.	  	  One	  interviewee,	  Kwame,	  
related	  a	  story	  about	  a	  time	  he	  found	  a	  mark	  on	  his	  eight-­‐year-­‐old	  daughter.	  	  She	  
was	  struck	  in	  class	  because	  she	  failed	  to	  answer	  a	  question	  correctly.	  	  He	  tried	  to	  
speak	  with	  officials	  at	  the	  school,	  but	  they	  refused	  to	  admit	  that	  anything	  was	  
wrong,	  and	  he	  eventually	  pulled	  his	  daughter	  from	  the	  school.	  	  	  	  
	  	  Another	  pervasive	  cultural	  norm	  is	  the	  shaming	  of	  women.	  	  Even	  with	  all	  of	  
the	  strides	  that	  have	  been	  made	  over	  the	  past	  few	  years,	  women	  who	  report	  abuse	  
are	  still	  sometimes	  re-­‐traumatized	  by	  the	  system.	  	  They	  may	  be	  made	  to	  pay	  for	  
their	  medical	  examinations,	  told	  they	  must	  travel	  to	  several	  different	  locations	  at	  
their	  expense,	  or	  forced	  to	  meet	  with	  a	  perpetrator.	  	  Some	  have	  even	  been	  asked	  to	  
provide	  money	  for	  officials	  to	  pick	  up	  the	  perpetrator.	  	  Stories	  of	  law	  enforcement	  
officials,	  family	  members,	  and	  neighbors	  shaming	  women	  for	  reporting	  abuse	  and	  
the	  additional	  insult	  of	  economic	  coercion	  are	  still	  common.	  	  Women	  are	  also	  still	  
pushed	  out	  of	  the	  economic	  and	  political	  sectors	  through	  shaming.	  	  Even	  though	  
there	  are	  many	  women	  currently	  in	  politics	  and	  working	  and	  contributing	  within	  




Education	  and	  Sensitization	  
“Education	  and	  sensitization	  are	  critical…education,	  education,	  education!”	  
exclaimed	  Akosua	  during	  an	  interview	  at	  DOVVSU.	  	  She	  was	  the	  first	  to	  say	  it,	  but	  
her	  sentiment	  was	  echoed	  throughout	  the	  interviews.	  Educated	  women	  are	  more	  
likely	  to	  know	  about	  the	  passage	  of	  the	  DVA	  and	  utilize	  its	  safeguards.	  	  It	  is	  less	  
probable	  that	  women	  in	  rural	  areas	  or	  illiterate	  women	  will	  know	  about	  the	  DVA	  or,	  
more	  broadly,	  about	  their	  rights	  as	  Ghanaian	  citizens.	  	  It	  is	  important	  for	  pertinent	  
information	  to	  be	  translated	  into	  different	  languages	  and	  disseminated	  to	  rural	  
villages.	  There	  are	  still	  many	  people	  in	  Ghana	  who	  believe	  that	  the	  existence	  of	  
human	  rights	  or	  women’s	  rights	  is	  another	  facet	  of	  imperialism,	  and	  in	  order	  for	  
those	  attitudes	  to	  shift,	  it	  is	  important	  for	  women’s	  groups	  to	  continue	  movement	  
building	  in	  the	  form	  of	  education.	  	  Afua,	  from	  Third	  World	  Network-­‐Africa,	  claims	  
that	  in	  order	  to	  educate	  the	  public	  on	  women’s	  issues,	  it’s	  important	  to	  point	  out	  the	  
interconnectedness	  of	  women’s	  issues	  as	  they	  relate	  to	  education,	  economics,	  
politics,	  and	  financial	  institutions.	  	  People	  must	  see	  the	  ways	  in	  which	  current	  
events	  domestically	  and	  around	  the	  world	  relate	  to	  women	  in	  Ghana.	  	  Afua	  used	  the	  
example	  of	  the	  financial	  crisis	  beginning	  in	  2008	  in	  the	  West.	  	  Most	  people,	  including	  
members	  of	  the	  government,	  did	  not	  pay	  much	  attention	  to	  the	  crisis	  because	  it	  was	  
seen	  as	  a	  Western	  issue.	  	  However,	  Ghana’s	  banks	  and	  institutions	  as	  well	  as	  
development	  in	  Ghana	  were	  affected.	  	  In	  order	  for	  cultural	  attitudes	  to	  shift,	  and	  for	  
all	  women	  in	  Ghana	  to	  have	  a	  chance	  to	  utilize	  the	  DVA's	  safeguards	  and	  their	  rights	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as	  Ghanaian	  citizens,	  education	  must	  be	  made	  a	  top	  priority	  for	  women’s	  groups	  and	  
the	  government.	  	  	  
	  
Influence	  of	  Women’s	  Groups	  
All	  of	  the	  participants	  who	  were	  interviewed	  believe	  that	  the	  DVA	  as	  well	  as	  
the	  work	  done	  by	  other	  organizations	  has	  influenced	  a	  psychic	  shift	  in	  the	  way	  
people	  think	  about	  women.	  	  Even	  if	  the	  shift	  is	  not	  yet	  quantifiable,	  interviewees	  
noted	  that	  women	  are	  more	  accepted	  overall,	  and	  can	  be	  seen	  asserting	  themselves	  
in	  the	  public	  sphere.	  	  More	  women	  know	  about	  their	  rights	  and	  can	  assert	  them.	  	  
More	  conversations	  about	  gender	  within	  politics	  and	  economics	  and	  gender	  and	  
violence	  are	  taking	  place.	  	  DOVVSU	  is	  now	  a	  household	  name	  and	  intimate	  partner	  
violence	  is	  no	  longer	  simply	  seen	  as	  a	  family	  issue.	  Neighbors	  are	  now	  reporting	  
incidents	  of	  violence	  on	  behalf	  of	  their	  neighbors,	  something	  that	  was	  unheard	  of	  
several	  years	  ago.	  Men	  are	  also	  reporting	  abuse	  to	  DOVVSU	  and	  the	  Department	  of	  
Social	  Welfare	  when	  they	  feel	  their	  children	  are	  being	  neglected.	  Ghana	  is	  proud	  to	  
be	  one	  of	  the	  few	  African	  countries	  to	  pass	  domestic	  violence	  legislation,	  and	  much	  
of	  the	  groundwork	  for	  the	  passage	  of	  the	  Act	  was	  laid	  by	  powerful	  women’s	  groups	  
working	  within	  and	  outside	  of	  Ghana.	  
	   Some	  of	  the	  participants	  of	  the	  study	  work	  for	  organizations	  that	  have	  been	  
in	  existence	  for	  years.	  	  Many	  of	  these	  organizations	  pushed	  for	  the	  passage	  of	  the	  
DVA	  and	  continue	  to	  work	  for	  gender	  equity	  in	  Ghana.	  The	  Gender	  Studies	  and	  
Human	  Rights	  Documentation	  Center	  was	  responsible	  for	  the	  national	  study	  in	  1999	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that	  highlighted	  the	  prevalence	  of	  intimate	  partner	  violence	  in	  Ghana	  and	  
demonstrated	  that	  interventions	  were	  necessary.	  	  Since	  then,	  heightened	  advocacy	  
surrounding	  the	  passage	  of	  the	  Act	  has	  led	  to	  an	  increase	  in	  the	  number	  of	  reports	  of	  
violence.	  	  One	  interviewee,	  Abena,	  noted	  that	  legal	  recourse	  is	  empowering	  and	  
allows	  victims	  to	  report	  abuse	  without	  the	  fear	  that	  no	  action	  will	  be	  taken.	  	  The	  
Gender	  Studies	  and	  Human	  Rights	  Documentation	  Center	  has	  also	  produced	  a	  145-­‐
page	  training	  manual	  intended	  for	  individuals	  and	  organizations	  to	  ensure	  a	  
comprehensive	  understanding	  of	  violence	  against	  women.	  	  Workshops	  are	  being	  
organized	  in	  Accra	  and	  throughout	  the	  country	  by	  different	  groups	  in	  order	  to	  
educate	  citizens	  on	  the	  Act.	  	  Many	  women’s	  groups,	  including	  WISE,	  worked	  
tirelessly	  to	  repeal	  the	  Marital	  Rape	  Clause	  within	  the	  DVA.	  	  The	  clause	  allowed	  for	  
the	  use	  of	  force	  within	  marriage,	  and	  the	  Act	  had	  to	  be	  passed	  without	  the	  repeal	  of	  
the	  clause	  because	  it	  was	  such	  a	  contentious	  issue.	  	  Powerful	  women’s	  groups	  will	  
continue	  to	  insist	  that	  gender	  be	  an	  integral	  part	  of	  the	  decision	  making	  process	  in	  
all	  facets	  of	  Ghanaian	  life,	  and	  will	  continue	  to	  make	  their	  voices	  heard.	  
	  
Challenges	  and	  Triumphs	  of	  Activists	  
Dedicating	  your	  life	  and	  career	  to	  pursuing	  gender	  equity	  and	  eliminating	  
violence	  against	  women	  and	  children	  is	  an	  extremely	  noble	  and	  demanding	  task.	  	  
The	  need	  for	  self-­‐care	  for	  individuals	  doing	  this	  work	  is	  high.	  	  One	  interviewee,	  
Kwame,	  said	  of	  his	  job,	  “So	  much	  stress	  working	  here.	  	  Oh,	  boy.	  So	  much	  stress.	  
From	  the	  time	  you	  get	  up,	  you	  have	  calls.	  	  This	  person	  is	  calling	  for	  this	  and	  that.	  You	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come	  and	  sit	  here,	  and	  there	  is	  no	  good	  news.	  It	  is	  all	  bad	  news	  from	  morning	  to	  
evening.	  And	  you	  just	  get	  to	  go	  have	  a	  small	  sleep	  and	  come	  back.”	  	  Other	  
interviewees	  noted	  that	  your	  weekends	  and	  sleep	  often	  get	  sacrificed	  to	  the	  work,	  
and	  it	  is	  easy	  to	  feel	  depressed	  about	  the	  state	  of	  affairs	  you	  find	  yourself	  in.	  	  But	  the	  
same	  people	  who	  spoke	  of	  the	  demands	  of	  the	  job,	  also	  described	  their	  desire	  to	  
continue	  dedicating	  their	  lives	  to	  the	  cause.	  	  They	  spoke	  of	  obstacles	  overcome,	  
triumphs	  in	  their	  everyday	  lives,	  and	  what	  motivates	  them	  to	  push	  on	  even	  when	  
the	  odds	  are	  stacked	  against	  them.	  	  
Akua	  believes	  that	  although	  the	  work	  is	  challenging,	  “the	  challenge	  always	  
builds	  you	  up.”	  	  Another	  participant,	  Abena,	  spoke	  of	  the	  drive	  she	  felt,	  even	  as	  a	  
little	  girl,	  to	  pursue	  women’s	  empowerment:	  	  
I	  kind	  of	  have	  believed	  in	  women’s	  empowerment	  forever.	  I	  would	  fight	  the	  
guys	  for	  thinking	  that	  there	  were	  things	  that	  they	  could	  do	  because	  they	  were	  
men.	  And	  I	  could	  not	  do.	  So,	  I	  would	  climb	  in	  the	  trees	  with	  them,	  I	  played	  
football	  with	  them,	  you	  know,	  those	  kind	  of	  things.	  And	  so,	  I	  knew	  that	  I	  had	  
something.	  	  I	  think	  it	  comes	  as	  a	  natural	  thing,	  where	  you	  don’t	  think	  you	  
would	  allow	  a	  guy	  to	  have	  their	  way	  just	  because	  they	  feel	  like	  they	  are	  guys.	  
Give	  me	  reason.	  You	  know?	  If	  you	  can	  do	  it,	  using	  two	  hands,	  I	  have	  two	  
hands,	  why?	  And	  then	  also,	  I	  knew	  that	  I	  had	  a	  heart	  to	  save	  the	  vulnerable,	  
as	  it	  were.	  	  Because,	  as	  I	  was	  growing	  up,	  one	  of	  the	  things	  that	  I	  used	  to	  say	  
was,	  when	  I	  grow	  up,	  I	  pray	  that	  God	  gives	  me	  a	  lot	  of	  money.	  	  I	  will	  buy	  a	  bag	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of	  slippers,	  and	  then,	  when	  I	  walk	  the	  streets,	  if	  I	  see	  any	  child	  without	  her	  
shoes,	  I	  will	  give	  them	  to	  her.	  	  	  
Abena	  went	  on	  to	  do	  work	  outside	  of	  the	  field	  of	  women’s	  empowerment,	  but	  then	  
returned	  to	  it	  years	  later.	  	  She	  said,	  “Where	  your	  heart	  is,	  you	  always	  come	  back.”	  
She	  prides	  herself	  on	  having	  an	  open	  door	  policy	  for	  her	  employees.	  	  Her	  office	  is	  
always	  unlocked	  and	  she	  encourages	  employees	  to	  come	  and	  talk	  with	  her	  about	  
their	  concerns	  or	  challenges	  as	  well	  as	  their	  celebrations.	  “I	  have	  encouraged	  them.	  
We	  are	  all	  about	  women’s	  empowerment.	  	  Most	  of	  us	  here	  are	  women.	  If	  I	  cannot	  
help	  empower	  you,	  how	  can	  I	  imagine	  I	  am	  going	  to	  empower	  an	  outsider?	  Charity	  
begins	  at	  home.”	  	  	  
Other	  interviewees	  spoke	  of	  the	  challenges	  they	  face	  and	  how	  they	  maintain	  
the	  mentality	  to	  overcome	  them.	  	  When	  the	  President	  made	  the	  comment	  about	  a	  
lack	  of	  resources,	  it	  was	  a	  severe	  blow	  for	  many	  of	  the	  men	  and	  women	  who	  worked	  
so	  hard	  to	  get	  the	  DVA	  passed	  and	  who	  continue	  to	  work	  to	  implement	  its	  
provisions.	  One	  interviewee,	  Akua,	  said,	  “We	  are	  not	  deterred,	  we	  will	  still	  fight,	  you	  
know.	  	  We	  are	  still	  on	  it.	  We	  are	  trying	  hard.”	  	  And	  another,	  Abena,	  noted,	  
“Sometimes	  it	  depends	  on	  they	  way	  you	  look	  at	  the	  glass,	  half	  full,	  half	  empty,	  you	  
know?	  	  Maybe,	  half	  full,	  is	  where	  we	  can	  look	  at	  it.	  Okay,	  this	  is	  giving	  us	  a	  point	  to	  
engage	  the	  President.	  This	  is	  giving	  us	  an	  advocacy	  tool.	  Because,	  you	  know,	  
sometimes	  you	  get	  complacent,	  get	  to	  thinking,	  oh,	  yea,	  they	  are	  trying,	  they’re	  doing	  
everything	  they	  can.	  	  But,	  when	  you	  get	  a	  statement	  like	  this,	  then	  you	  sit	  up.	  And	  
you	  say,	  well,	  we	  have	  a	  lot	  more	  work	  to	  do	  than	  we	  imagined.”	  	  Another	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gentleman,	  Kwame,	  spoke	  of	  days	  of	  feeling	  defeated	  and	  how	  he	  managed	  to	  carry	  
on.	  	  Kwame	  said,	  You	  know	  what,	  there	  may	  not	  necessarily	  be	  a	  financial	  reward.	  	  
But	  meeting	  someone	  on	  the	  street,	  who	  is	  coming	  to	  hug	  you.	  	  ‘Don’t	  you	  remember	  
me?’	  I	  said,	  ‘No.’	  	  ‘Oh,	  you	  listened	  to	  me.	  	  You	  helped.	  	  You	  don’t	  remember	  me?’	  	  I	  
said,	  ‘No.’	  	  ‘Well,	  you	  did	  this	  for	  me,	  you	  did	  this	  for	  me.	  	  If	  it	  were	  not	  because	  of	  
you,	  this,	  this,	  this	  would	  not	  have	  happened.’	  	  I	  said,	  ‘Well,	  I	  can’t	  remember.	  But	  




























My	  research	  sought	  to	  understand	  some	  of	  the	  cultural	  complexities	  within	  
Ghana	  that	  continue	  to	  make	  the	  eradication	  of	  intimate	  partner	  violence	  so	  difficult,	  
as	  well	  as	  to	  identify	  the	  changes	  that	  have	  occurred	  in	  Accra,	  Ghana	  and	  the	  
surrounding	  areas	  since	  the	  passage	  of	  the	  Domestic	  Violence	  Act	  in	  2007.	  My	  hope	  
was	  that	  the	  research	  would	  add	  to	  a	  growing	  understanding	  of	  more	  effective	  ways	  
to	  implement	  the	  DVA’s	  emancipatory	  qualities,	  and	  as	  such	  my	  focus	  was	  primarily	  
on	  the	  DVA	  and	  its	  effects.	  	  Results	  of	  the	  study,	  however,	  outline	  how	  socio-­‐
culturally	  informed	  gendered	  attitudes	  and	  norms	  heavily	  impact	  the	  
implementation	  of	  and	  enforcement	  of	  legal	  frameworks	  within	  communities.	  	  	  
Even	  with	  a	  legal	  framework	  in	  place,	  cultural	  attitudes	  often	  prevent	  the	  
utilization	  of	  the	  law	  by	  women	  who	  need	  it	  the	  most.	  	  This	  is	  not	  to	  minimize	  the	  
importance	  of	  laws.	  	  Inconsistencies	  in	  enforcing	  laws	  only	  embolden	  perpetrators.	  	  
However,	  violence	  takes	  place	  at	  the	  personal	  level	  and	  is	  supported	  by	  family,	  
culture,	  educational	  systems,	  religion,	  and	  economic	  arrangements.	  	  In	  order	  to	  
effectively	  address	  violence	  against	  women	  in	  Ghana,	  specific	  risk	  factors	  need	  to	  be	  
addressed,	  and	  socially	  constructed	  concepts	  of	  masculinity	  and	  femininity	  
reexamined.	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Although	  not	  all	  men	  in	  Ghana	  are	  abusive,	  it	  is	  men	  who	  predominately	  
resort	  to	  violence.	  	  As	  such,	  activist	  intervention	  should	  focus	  on	  the	  development	  of	  
masculine	  identities	  and	  specific	  risk	  factors	  for	  men.	  	  At	  least	  in	  theory,	  masculinity	  
is	  synonymous	  with	  privilege	  and	  power	  in	  Ghana.	  	  In	  reality,	  men’s	  inability	  to	  
fulfill	  traditional	  roles	  such	  as	  provisioning,	  can	  lead	  to	  stress,	  alcoholism,	  and	  
abuse.	  	  A	  lack	  of	  employment	  and	  education	  may	  exacerbate	  feelings	  of	  ineptitude.	  	  
Abuse	  often	  manifests	  as	  a	  way	  to	  regain	  control.	  	  Viable	  solutions	  to	  the	  problem	  of	  
intimate	  partner	  violence	  will	  not	  be	  found	  or	  utilized	  without	  the	  help	  of	  
progressive	  males.	  	  As	  such,	  socialization	  and	  the	  formation	  of	  masculine	  and	  
feminine	  identities	  are	  a	  key	  site	  for	  intervention.	  	  
	  My	  study	  supports	  much	  of	  the	  research	  that’s	  already	  been	  done.	  	  Intimate	  
partner	  violence	  is	  prevalent	  in	  Ghana	  and	  the	  country	  is	  still	  lacking	  the	  funding,	  
resources,	  and	  infrastructure	  to	  effectively	  combat	  it.	  	  With	  a	  government,	  and	  
specifically	  a	  President,	  who	  does	  not	  prioritize	  the	  eradication	  of	  violence,	  and	  a	  
slew	  of	  cultural	  arrangements	  that	  reinforce	  it,	  Ghana	  is	  facing	  an	  uphill	  battle.	  	  The	  
National	  study	  conducted	  in	  1999	  by	  the	  Gender	  Studies	  and	  Human	  Rights	  
Documentation	  Centre	  was	  enlightening	  and	  informative,	  and	  the	  resulting	  book,	  
The	  Architecture	  of	  Violence	  Against	  Women	  in	  Ghana	  is	  an	  amazingly,	  in-­‐depth	  
look	  at	  factors	  that	  contribute	  to	  violence.	  	  The	  Centre	  and	  the	  authors	  of	  the	  essays	  
in	  the	  book	  focused	  on	  a	  more	  quantitative	  approach,	  and	  although	  my	  interviews	  
are	  qualitative,	  they	  align	  with	  the	  large-­‐scale	  research.	  	  The	  interviews	  and	  their	  
emergent	  themes	  provide	  anecdotal	  evidence	  to	  support	  that	  research.	  	  My	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participants’	  voices	  are	  real	  and	  powerful.	  	  They	  have	  worked	  hard	  to	  promote	  
equality	  and	  end	  violence	  against	  women	  in	  Ghana	  for	  eight,	  ten,	  sixteen,	  twenty	  
plus	  years.	  	  The	  interviews	  are	  stories	  of	  their	  struggles	  and	  frustrations,	  but	  also	  of	  
their	  victories,	  as	  well	  as	  statements	  of	  all	  the	  work	  they	  know	  they	  have	  left	  to	  do.	  
Their	  voices	  registered	  with	  pain	  at	  times,	  frustration,	  anger,	  even	  weariness,	  but	  
always	  with	  a	  foundation	  of	  fortitude	  and	  hope.	  My	  hope	  is	  that	  their	  voices	  will	  





It	  was	  not	  until	  I	  was	  in	  Ghana	  conducting	  my	  research,	  (during	  the	  last	  
interview	  I	  did	  no	  doubt),	  that	  I	  was	  made	  aware	  of	  the	  amazing	  book	  The	  
Architecture	  for	  Violence	  Against	  Women	  in	  Ghana.	  I	  was	  equally	  overjoyed	  and	  
disappointed	  when	  the	  book	  fell	  into	  my	  hands.	  On	  the	  one	  hand	  it	  is	  the	  product	  of	  
years	  of	  hard	  work	  and	  commitment	  and	  is	  an	  invaluable	  resource	  to	  anyone	  
working	  to	  combat	  intimate	  partner	  violence	  in	  Ghana.	  On	  the	  other	  hand,	  I	  chose	  to	  
work	  in	  Ghana	  because	  I	  was	  unable	  to	  find	  literature	  whose	  goal	  was	  to	  dissect	  the	  
changes	  that	  had	  occurred	  in	  Ghana	  since	  the	  passage	  of	  the	  DVA.	  Then,	  two	  days	  
before	  I	  was	  to	  leave	  Ghana,	  research	  in	  tow,	  everything	  I	  had	  been	  working	  toward	  
as	  a	  graduate	  student	  was	  handed	  to	  me	  in	  exchange	  for	  thirty	  cedis.	  “If	  I	  had	  
unlimited	  resources	  and	  time,”	  I	  thought	  to	  myself,	  “this	  is	  the	  book	  I	  would	  write.”	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How	  was	  I	  to	  proceed?	  I	  felt	  as	  though	  all	  of	  the	  work	  I	  had	  done	  in	  preparation	  for	  
my	  trip	  to	  Ghana,	  as	  well	  as	  the	  research	  I	  had	  done	  while	  in	  Ghana	  was	  
overshadowed	  by	  the	  extensive	  research	  that	  had	  taken	  place	  over	  the	  course	  of	  
seven	  years	  for	  the	  book.	  Add	  to	  that	  the	  sensitivity	  of	  trying	  to	  situate	  myself	  within	  
the	  research	  as	  a	  white,	  Western,	  middle	  class,	  college	  educated	  female,	  and	  I	  was	  at	  
a	  loss.	  	  
My	  positionality	  situated	  me	  as	  an	  outsider	  looking	  in,	  and	  though	  I	  educated	  
myself	  on	  Ghana	  and	  spent	  a	  total	  of	  almost	  3	  months	  there,	  I	  discovered	  that	  my	  
Western	  perspective	  was	  still	  in	  my	  way.	  	  My	  reaction	  to	  the	  body	  of	  literature	  that	  I	  
found	  before	  traveling	  to	  Ghana,	  led	  me	  to	  believe	  that	  perhaps	  work	  on	  this	  topic	  
was	  not	  being	  done.	  Because	  I	  couldn’t	  find	  research	  in	  journals	  or	  on	  the	  Internet,	  it	  
must	  not	  exist.	  	  I	  fell	  into	  the	  trap	  I	  had	  been	  trying	  to	  avoid.	  I	  felt	  naïve	  and	  angry	  
with	  myself	  for	  failing	  to	  suspend	  my	  own	  biases.	  	  However,	  the	  work	  I	  did	  in	  Ghana	  
was	  eye	  opening	  and	  humbling.	  	  	  Men	  and	  women	  work	  everyday	  with	  steadfast	  
determination	  and	  resiliency	  fighting	  an	  uphill	  battle	  because	  they	  care	  about	  
equality	  for	  all	  of	  Ghana’s	  citizens.	  	  
People	  and	  their	  cultures	  are	  always	  changing.	  	  Often	  the	  shifts	  are	  so	  
nuanced	  that	  they	  are	  difficult	  to	  pinpoint	  and	  even	  more	  so	  to	  unravel.	  	  I	  believe	  
that	  many	  researchers,	  who	  conduct	  interviews	  on	  the	  topic	  of	  violence	  against	  
women,	  must	  at	  some	  point	  in	  the	  process	  think	  to	  themselves	  that	  they	  did	  not	  ask	  
the	  “right”	  questions.	  	  Once	  I	  began	  identifying	  concepts	  and	  themes,	  I	  thought	  of	  
many	  different	  directions	  I	  could	  have	  taken	  the	  interviews.	  	  Alas,	  while	  I	  was	  in	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Ghana,	  immersed	  in	  the	  project,	  I	  found	  it	  difficult	  to	  maintain	  a	  bird’s	  eye	  view.	  	  I	  
was	  trying	  to	  situate	  myself	  in	  a	  new	  country	  with	  a	  new	  set	  of	  cultural	  rules,	  and	  I	  
was	  concerned	  with	  the	  presentation	  of	  my	  project	  and	  of	  myself.	  	  I	  felt	  hesitant	  to	  
take	  up	  too	  much	  of	  anyone’s	  time	  or	  to	  ask	  more	  difficult,	  probing	  questions.	  Many	  
of	  the	  participants	  seemed	  stressed	  and	  rushed	  for	  time,	  and	  I	  was	  also	  racing	  the	  
clock.	  	  	  In	  hindsight,	  many	  of	  the	  interviews	  felt	  too	  formal	  for	  my	  taste.	  	  I	  would	  
have	  enjoyed	  going	  out	  for	  coffee	  or	  the	  like,	  and	  believe	  that	  my	  interviews	  might	  
have	  benefitted	  from	  a	  more	  relaxed	  environment.	  Were	  I	  to	  go	  back	  tomorrow,	  I	  
would	  ask	  very	  different	  questions.	  However,	  I	  believe	  that	  scholars	  and	  activists	  
learn	  from	  the	  process	  and	  become	  better	  researchers	  through	  it.	  The	  most	  
important	  personal	  lessons	  I	  walked	  away	  with	  are	  these:	  just	  because	  you	  cannot	  
always	  find	  them	  or	  see	  their	  work,	  does	  not	  mean	  that	  modern	  day	  abolitionists	  
and	  equality	  fighters	  are	  not	  there,	  and	  just	  because	  you	  may	  stand	  on	  the	  shoulders	  
of	  those	  abolitionist	  and	  equality	  fighter	  giants,	  does	  not	  mean	  that	  your	  voice	  and	  
contributions	  lack	  significance.	  
	  
A	  Vision	  for	  the	  Future	  
Once	  I	  left	  Ghana,	  I	  spent	  many	  hours	  thinking	  about	  bodies.	  What	  could	  I	  say	  
about	  the	  effects	  of	  violence	  on	  African	  bodies?	  As	  a	  woman	  who	  studies	  gender	  and	  
gender-­‐based	  violence,	  I	  have	  often	  thought	  about	  the	  ways	  in	  which	  female	  bodies	  
are	  turned	  into	  “things”	  or	  “objects”	  made	  separate	  from	  the	  woman	  who	  embodies	  
them.	  Women’s	  bodies	  have	  been	  made	  agents	  of	  social	  control	  and	  even	  sites	  of	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conflict	  when,	  during	  warfare,	  systematic	  rape	  is	  used	  as	  a	  tactic	  against	  them.	  	  I	  
have	  never	  questioned	  my	  desire	  to	  comment	  on	  women’s	  bodies,	  but	  was	  made	  to	  
think	  very	  critically	  about	  commenting	  on	  African	  women’s	  bodies.	  	  I	  do	  understand	  
the	  necessity	  of	  situating	  oneself	  in	  the	  socio-­‐historical	  context	  of	  the	  work,	  as	  well	  
as	  turning	  a	  discerning	  eye	  toward	  one’s	  own	  biases.	  	  However,	  I	  would	  urge	  
researchers	  who	  wish	  to	  explore	  fields	  outside	  of	  their	  own	  lived	  experience	  to	  do	  
so.	  	  Do	  not	  feel	  discouraged	  if	  people	  tell	  you	  that	  you	  have	  no	  business	  researching	  
a	  certain	  topic.	  	  Chances	  are	  you	  feel	  passionate	  about	  it,	  so	  put	  in	  the	  effort	  and	  set	  
aside	  your	  biases	  as	  best	  you	  can.	  	  But	  remember	  that	  your	  voice	  and	  your	  lived	  
experience	  are	  important	  and	  powerful	  too.	   	  
Activists	  and	  scholars	  wishing	  to	  undertake	  research	  on	  or	  educate	  people	  
about	  gender-­‐based	  violence	  in	  Ghana	  should	  focus	  on	  the	  development	  and	  
reinforcement	  of	  gendered	  identities	  and	  on	  the	  overwhelming	  abuse	  that	  youths	  
and	  children	  face.	  	  The	  intersection	  of	  masculine	  and	  feminine	  identity	  formation	  
and	  interpersonal	  relationships	  between	  men	  and	  their	  wives/girlfriends	  and	  their	  
children	  must	  be	  a	  primary	  site	  for	  intervention.	  	  Education	  and	  involvement	  are	  
key.	  Volunteer	  with	  a	  local	  women’s	  group.	  	  Ask	  questions	  and	  share	  your	  stories.	  
Distribute	  training	  manuals	  to	  different	  organizations	  throughout	  your	  community.	  	  
Help	  organize	  a	  protest	  or	  a	  community	  meeting	  to	  discuss	  gender-­‐based	  violence.	  
Practice	  effective	  self-­‐care	  techniques.	  	  And	  recognize	  that	  you	  are	  not	  alone.	  	  
Although	  you	  may	  feel	  discouraged	  at	  times,	  remember	  that	  there	  are	  millions	  of	  
people	  in	  the	  world	  combating	  gender-­‐based	  violence	  and	  fighting	  for	  equality.	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Listening	  to	  the	  stories	  of	  the	  men	  and	  women	  I	  interviewed	  was	  inspiring.	  	  
Some	  shared	  proud	  moments	  with	  their	  specific	  organizations,	  and	  others	  spoke	  of	  
the	  encouragement	  they	  found	  in	  watching	  other	  men	  and	  women	  in	  their	  same	  
field.	  	  Afua,	  a	  10-­‐year	  employee	  of	  TWN-­‐Africa,	  said,	  “We're	  small,	  but	  we're	  trying	  
to	  be	  loud	  in	  different	  ways.”	  	  When	  Adwoa	  sees	  volunteers	  who	  come	  out	  to	  work	  
with	  the	  Gender	  Center	  and	  who	  listen	  to	  victims’	  stories	  and	  offer	  them	  comfort,	  
she	  says,	  “This	  is	  the	  kind	  of	  support	  that	  gives	  me	  a	  lot	  of	  hope.”	  	  Akosua	  agrees.	  
Women	  should	  never	  feel	  alone	  in	  their	  fight	  for	  equality,	  she	  says.	  	  “It	  is	  not	  about	  
































Appendix	  B:	  Interview	  Guide	  
	  
	  
• How	  comfortable	  do	  you	  feel	  right	  now,	  knowing	  that	  you	  will	  be	  talking	  
to	  me	  about	  intimate	  partner	  violence?	  
• What	  motivated	  you	  to	  participate	  in	  this	  study?	  
• May	  I	  ask	  your	  age?	  
• May	  I	  ask	  your	  occupation?	  
• Where	  were	  you	  born	  and	  raised?	  
• Have	  you	  noticed	  any	  change	  in	  the	  number	  of	  reported	  incidence	  of	  
intimate	  partner	  violence	  since	  the	  passage	  of	  the	  DVA?	  
• Do	  you	  feel	  as	  though	  most	  women	  in	  the	  country	  know	  that	  the	  bill	  was	  
passed?	  	  
• Have	  you	  seen	  instances	  where	  women	  have	  utilized	  the	  bill’s	  safeguards	  
for	  themselves	  and	  their	  children?	  	  	  	  
• What	  social	  services	  and	  resources	  do	  you	  feel	  are	  still	  lacking?	  
• Before	  the	  DVA	  was	  passed	  how	  did	  people	  in	  the	  community	  respond?	  
What	  did	  women	  do?	  
• What	  is	  the	  greatest	  obstacle	  that	  you	  feel	  must	  be	  overcome	  in	  order	  to	  




• Tell	  me	  a	  story	  about	  something	  that	  worked.	  Or	  a	  story	  about	  a	  woman	  
who	  was	  satisfied	  after	  her	  interactions	  with	  your	  organization	  or	  
received	  some	  kind	  of	  solution.	  
• What	  has	  been	  your	  greatest	  triumph?	  Your	  most	  devastating	  defeat?	  
• How	  did	  you	  get	  involved	  in	  intimate	  partner	  violence	  work?	  
• Tell	  me	  any	  story	  that	  you	  feel	  will	  aid	  in	  my	  research.	  	  
• I’ve	  seen	  posters	  that	  talk	  about	  issues	  of	  domestic	  violence.	  Can	  you	  tell	  
me	  anything	  about	  this	  campaign	  or	  these	  posters?	  
• Why,	  do	  you	  think,	  intimate	  partner	  violence	  is	  a	  problem	  in	  Ghana?	  
• Where	  is	  the	  organization’s	  focus?	  Does	  it	  focus	  only	  on	  Accra	  or	  on	  areas	  
surrounding	  Accra	  as	  well?	  
• How	  did	  you	  feel	  once	  you	  made	  the	  decision	  to	  seek	  help	  from	  an	  
organization?	  How	  do	  you	  feel	  now?	  	  
• Do	  you	  have	  any	  children?	  Do	  you	  feel	  comfortable	  talking	  with	  them	  
about	  intimate	  partner	  violence?	  
• Is	  there	  a	  question	  that	  I	  did	  not	  ask	  you	  that	  you	  feel	  would	  have	  been	  
interesting	  or	  difficult?	  









Appendix	  C:	  Sample	  Letter	  
	  
	  
To	  Whom	  it	  May	  Concern:	  
	  
My	  name	  is	  Jennifer	  Morris,	  and	  I	  am	  a	  graduate	  student	  in	  the	  Women's	  and	  Gender	  
Studies	  program	  at	  the	  University	  of	  Texas	  at	  Austin.	  I	  was	  in	  Ghana	  over	  the	  
summer	  working	  with	  homeless	  children	  in	  Accra,	  and	  I	  am	  here	  now	  doing	  
research	  on	  intimate	  partner	  violence	  and	  the	  Domestic	  Violence	  Act	  of	  2007	  for	  my	  
Master’s	  thesis.	  I	  would	  really	  love	  the	  opportunity	  to	  interview	  several	  members	  
from	  [organization]	  about	  the	  Domestic	  Violence	  Act.	  The	  interviews	  would	  
probably	  take	  less	  than	  an	  hour.	  	  
	  
I	  have	  worked	  with	  abused	  and	  neglected	  children	  in	  Austin	  and	  have	  been	  doing	  
extensive	  research	  at	  my	  university.	  My	  goal	  is	  to	  ascertain	  how	  the	  availability	  of	  
and	  accessibility	  to	  intimate	  partner	  violence	  services	  has	  changed	  since	  the	  passage	  
of	  the	  DVA	  in	  2007.	  I'll	  also	  be	  interviewing	  members	  from	  the	  Ark	  Foundation,	  
DOVVSU,	  WISE,	  MOWAC,	  TWN-­‐Africa,	  The	  Gender	  Center,	  and	  several	  other	  
organizations	  working	  to	  combat	  intimate	  partner	  violence	  in	  Ghana.	  	  I	  hope	  that	  my	  
research	  will	  perhaps	  shed	  some	  light	  on	  what	  is	  most	  lacking	  in	  the	  fight	  to	  
attenuate	  the	  deleterious	  effects	  of	  intimate	  partner	  violence,	  so	  that	  advocates	  
might	  be	  better	  able	  to	  implement	  the	  DVA’s	  emancipatory	  qualities.	  	  I	  will	  compile	  
my	  results	  and	  provide	  them	  as	  a	  resource	  to	  anyone	  who	  might	  use	  them.	  	  
	  
I	  will	  be	  recording	  the	  interviews	  only	  so	  that	  I	  may	  transcribe	  them	  once	  I	  return	  to	  
Texas.	  All	  of	  the	  information	  I	  collect	  will	  be	  used	  to	  write	  my	  final	  thesis	  so	  that	  I	  
may	  graduate	  with	  my	  Master’s	  degree.	  Every	  effort	  will	  be	  made	  to	  protect	  
participants’	  confidentiality.	  Those	  steps	  include:	  
	  
locked	  storage	  –	  all	  of	  the	  notes,	  tapes,	  and	  files	  of	  the	  interviews	  will	  be	  kept	  under	  
physical	  and	  computer	  lock	  in	  my	  room	  in	  Ghana	  as	  well	  as	  in	  my	  home	  upon	  my	  return	  to	  
the	  United	  States.	  
limited	  access	  –	  only	  my	  advisor	  and	  myself	  will	  see	  those	  notes,	  tapes,	  and	  files.	  
destruction	  of	  materials	  –	  all	  of	  the	  paper,	  audio	  tape,	  and	  computer	  files	  will	  be	  physically	  
destroyed	  by	  January	  15,	  2011	  at	  the	  very	  latest;	  the	  tapes	  will	  be	  destroyed	  entirely	  as	  
soon	  as	  they	  have	  been	  transcribed.	  
pseudonyms	  –	  pseudonyms	  (fake	  names)	  will	  be	  used	  as	  the	  identifiers	  for	  participants,	  
their	  cities,	  and	  their	  shelters	  on	  all	  the	  paper,	  audio	  tape,	  and	  computer	  files	  if	  participants	  
wish.	  
tape	  use	  –	  the	  audio	  tape	  of	  the	  interviews	  will	  be	  listened	  to	  only	  so	  that	  it	  can	  be	  





Please	  let	  me	  know	  if	  I	  could	  come	  and	  meet	  with	  you	  all.	  I	  look	  forward	  to	  hearing	  
from	  you.	  
	  























Appendix	  D:	  Verbal	  Consent	  
	  
	  
The	  Domestic	  Violence	  Act:	  Ghana’s	  Bright	  Future:	  	  	  
My	  name	  is	  Jennifer	  Morris.	  I	  am	  a	  student	  at	  the	  University	  of	  Texas	  in	  Austin,	  USA.	  	  
I	  am	  doing	  a	  research	  study	  on	  intimate	  partner	  violence	  in	  Ghana.	  I	  am	  asking	  
questions	  of	  people	  living	  and	  working	  in	  this	  area	  for	  my	  research	  study.	  
I	  would	  like	  to	  ask	  you	  some	  questions	  about	  intimate	  partner	  violence	  and	  the	  
Domestic	  Violence	  Act	  that	  was	  passed	  in	  2007.	  It	  will	  take	  about	  30	  to	  60	  minutes	  
of	  your	  time.	  	  You	  don’t	  have	  to	  answer	  any	  questions	  you	  do	  not	  want	  to	  answer—
this	  is	  voluntary—and	  if	  you	  don’t	  want	  to	  answer	  any	  questions	  you	  can	  stop	  our	  
conversation	  at	  any	  time.	  
I	  will	  not	  be	  asking	  for	  your	  full	  name	  or	  keeping	  records	  of	  your	  name	  and	  address	  
so	  that	  your	  answers	  cannot	  be	  linked	  with	  you	  or	  your	  participation	  in	  this	  study.	  	  
In	  other	  words,	  your	  answers	  are	  confidential.	  	  There	  are	  no	  benefits	  or	  costs	  to	  you	  
for	  answering	  my	  questions.	  	  Would	  you	  like	  to	  help	  me	  with	  my	  research	  study?	  
Before	  we	  start,	  do	  you	  have	  any	  questions?	  Is	  this	  a	  place	  where	  you	  feel	  
comfortable	  talking	  about	  intimate	  partner	  violence?	  	  	  
	  If	  you	  think	  of	  any	  other	  questions	  or	  want	  more	  information	  about	  my	  research	  
project,	  I	  can	  be	  reached	  at	  or	  a	  message	  can	  be	  left	  at	  (512)567-­‐6138	  or	  
largetalon@gmail.com.	  	  If	  you	  have	  questions	  about	  your	  rights,	  complaints,	  or	  












Appendix	  E:	  Code	  Book	  
	  
1.)	  Lack	  of	  funding,	  resources	  and	  expertise	  nationwide.	  
	  
Statement	  made	  by	  a	  coordinator	  at	  DOVVSU.	  There	  is	  simply	  not	  enough	  funding	  to	  
create	  the	  positions	  necessary	  to	  handle	  all	  of	  the	  issues	  surrounding	  intimate	  
partner	  violence.	  And	  even	  when	  the	  funding	  is	  there,	  often	  there	  is	  a	  lack	  of	  formal	  
education	  or	  training	  for	  the	  positions.	  Shelters	  are	  desperately	  needed	  so	  that	  
employees	  aren't	  rushing	  to	  quickly	  solve	  an	  issue	  because	  they	  are	  so	  backed	  up	  
and	  have	  nowhere	  to	  send	  the	  women.	  Counselors	  are	  needed.	  
	  
2.)	  Powerful	  women’s	  groups	  working	  together	  within	  and	  outside	  of	  Ghana.	  
	  
NGOs	  and	  government	  organizations	  in	  and	  outside	  of	  Ghana	  are	  working	  together	  
to	  affect	  change.	  
	  
3.)	  Education	  and	  sensitization	  are	  critical.	  	  
	  
Critical	  for	  cultural	  attitudes	  to	  shift	  and	  for	  movement	  building.	  
	  
4.)	  DVA	  as	  well	  as	  work	  done	  by	  other	  organizations	  seems	  to	  have	  had	  some	  impact	  
even	  if	  not	  quantifiable.	  
	  
A	  feeling	  expressed	  by	  several	  participants.	  There	  has	  been	  a	  psychic	  shift.	  Women	  
are	  more	  accepted.	  More	  women	  know	  that	  they	  have	  rights	  and	  what	  those	  rights	  
are.	  People	  are	  talking	  about	  gender	  in	  politics	  and	  in	  the	  economic	  sector.	  Women	  
are	  asserting	  themselves	  in	  the	  public	  sphere.	  
	  
5.)	  More	  interest	  in	  and	  conversation	  about	  gender	  and	  violence	  overall.	  
	  
Out	  in	  the	  public	  sphere.	  DOVVSU	  is	  a	  household	  name.	  And	  DV	  is	  no	  longer	  just	  a	  
family	  issue.	  
	  
6.)	  Need	  for	  a	  coordinated	  sustainable	  infrastructure	  to	  respond	  quickly	  and	  
effectively	  to	  abuse.	  	  
	  
Ex.	  The	  one	  stop	  shops	  where	  everything	  is	  on-­‐site.	  Counseling	  for	  adults	  and	  
children.	  Doctors	  to	  perform	  examinations	  of	  abuse.	  Psychologists	  to	  deal	  with	  
trauma.	  Legal	  counsel.	  Shelters.	  Most	  services	  are	  fragmented	  and	  understaffed.	  
Women	  often	  have	  to	  run	  around	  to	  different	  offices	  to	  get	  help	  and	  many	  don't	  
have	  the	  resources	  to	  do	  that,	  so	  they	  may	  just	  return	  home	  or	  to	  a	  work	  place.	  
	  




8.)	  Certain	  cultural	  practices	  and	  traditions	  can	  prevent	  education	  on	  and	  usage	  of	  
the	  DVA.	  
	  
Ghana	  is	  traditionally	  a	  very	  communal	  and	  family	  based	  society.	  It	  is	  common	  for	  
families	  to	  deal	  with	  conflicts	  or	  problems	  internally	  rather	  than	  to	  seek	  outside	  
help.	  Seeking	  outside	  help	  is	  looked	  down	  upon,	  and	  some	  people	  will	  prevent	  
education	  on	  something	  like	  the	  DVA	  because	  it	  is	  in	  direct	  opposition	  to	  
tradition/cultural	  practices.	  People	  also	  stand	  in	  the	  way	  of	  women	  owning	  land	  or	  
being	  involved	  in	  politics	  or	  the	  economic	  sector.	  
	  
9.)	  Women	  are	  often	  re-­‐traumatized	  by	  the	  system.	  	  
	  
Made	  to	  pay	  for	  their	  medical	  examinations,	  forced	  to	  meet	  with	  the	  perpetrator	  or	  
told	  they	  have	  to	  go	  to	  5	  different	  places.	  
	  
10.)	  Lack	  of	  research	  post	  the	  DVA	  to	  determine	  its	  effects.	  
	  
Gender	  Center	  will	  not	  do	  another	  study	  any	  time	  soon,	  but	  said	  that	  MOWAC	  has	  
been	  talking	  about	  a	  study.	  Difficult	  to	  tell	  whether	  incidents	  of	  violence	  increased	  
after	  the	  act	  or	  if	  more	  people	  are	  just	  reporting.	  The	  numbers	  have	  been	  going	  up	  
steadily,	  but	  it's	  hard	  to	  separate	  pre	  DVA	  from	  post	  DVA	  without	  more	  research.	  
	  
11.)	  Need	  more	  data	  analysis	  to	  target	  gender	  issues.	  	  
	  
There	  is	  a	  need	  for	  more	  specific	  data	  analysis	  surrounding	  issues	  of	  gender	  in	  
Ghana,	  so	  that	  individuals	  and	  organizations	  will	  have	  more	  accurate	  information	  
with	  which	  to	  raise	  issues	  and	  make	  decisions.	  
	  
12.)	  Internalization	  of	  abuse	  has	  led	  some	  women	  to	  accept	  it	  and	  even	  expect	  it.	  
	  
Over	  time,	  within	  a	  patriarchal,	  capitalist	  society,	  the	  internalization	  of	  norms	  of	  
submission	  and	  abuse,	  lead	  to	  a	  belief	  that	  submission	  and	  abuse	  are	  normal	  parts	  
of	  life.	  Women	  begin	  to	  believe	  that	  abuse	  and	  submission	  are	  their	  lot	  in	  life.	  
	  
13.)	  Legal	  recourse	  is	  empowering	  and	  instills	  hope	  in	  victims.	  
	  
It	  also	  helps	  to	  have	  the	  police	  handling	  affairs	  rather	  than	  some	  other	  organization	  
because	  then	  the	  perpetrators	  are	  more	  likely	  to	  show	  up	  and	  deal	  with	  it.	  There	  is	  
the	  threat	  of	  legal	  action.	  
	  
14.)	  With	  a	  platform	  to	  address	  women’s	  issues,	  the	  President	  says	  there	  are	  no	  




15.)	  Best	  way	  to	  influence	  change	  is	  from	  the	  bottom	  up.	  
	  
In	  another	  interview,	  the	  participant	  said	  the	  exact	  opposite.	  Change	  from	  top	  down	  
is	  the	  way	  to	  go.	  
	  
16.)	  Incidents	  of	  DV	  have	  been	  steadily	  increasing	  over	  time.	  	  
	  
This	  was	  a	  comment	  made	  by	  the	  Director	  of	  DOVVSU	  and	  the	  executive	  director	  of	  
WISE.	  It	  is	  not	  clear	  whether	  or	  not	  there	  are	  more	  incidents	  or	  whether	  more	  
people	  are	  now	  reporting	  than	  before.	  
	  
17.)	  Difficult	  to	  get	  the	  government	  to	  live	  up	  to	  its	  promises.	  	  
	  
They	  often	  relegate	  women's	  issues	  to	  the	  background.	  See:	  the	  President’s	  press	  
conference.	  
	  
18.)	  DV	  work	  is	  very	  demanding	  and	  you	  must	  be	  flexible.	  	  
	  
You	  often	  have	  to	  sacrifice	  your	  sleep	  or	  weekends.	  
	  
19.)	  Women	  shamed	  for	  reporting	  abuse.	  	  
	  
Women	  are	  often	  made	  to	  feel	  guilty	  for	  reporting	  abuse	  because	  to	  many	  it	  is	  still	  
seen	  as	  a	  private	  issue	  to	  be	  dealt	  with	  among	  the	  family.	  Shaming	  by	  family,	  
neighbors,	  and	  police	  officers	  is	  common.	  Women	  are	  also	  sometimes	  made	  to	  
provide	  money	  to	  go	  and	  get	  the	  perpetrator	  or	  to	  go	  to	  another	  office	  for	  medical	  
services	  or	  counseling.	  
	  
20.)	  Women	  capable	  of	  economic	  and	  political	  contribution.	  
	  
21.)	  Women	  who	  have	  internalized	  abuse	  or	  sexism	  may	  prevent	  education	  on	  DV	  
and	  the	  Act.	  	  
	  
Women	  who	  fiercely	  believe	  that	  women	  belong	  in	  the	  domestic	  sphere	  and	  that	  
women	  should	  be	  submissive	  to	  men,	  tried	  to	  prevent	  the	  passage	  of	  the	  DVA	  and	  
the	  marital	  rape	  clause.	  They	  often	  tell	  other	  women	  to	  stay	  with	  abusive	  partners,	  
deal	  with	  abuse	  themselves	  within	  the	  home,	  and	  not	  to	  talk	  about	  it	  or	  report	  it.	  
	  
22.)	  Work	  on	  DV	  being	  done	  well	  before	  the	  DVA	  was	  proposed.	  	  
	  
Some	  of	  the	  organizations	  I	  interviewed	  have	  been	  around	  for	  a	  long	  time	  and	  had	  




23.)	  Need	  for	  self-­‐care	  is	  high	  for	  people	  doing	  this	  kind	  of	  work.	  
	  
24.)	  Don’t	  want	  gender	  to	  be	  an	  afterthought	  in	  decision-­‐making	  process.	  	  
	  
Often	  gender	  is	  left	  out	  of	  the	  economic	  and/or	  political	  conversation	  and	  then	  
tacked	  on	  at	  the	  end.	  Discussions	  of	  gender	  need	  to	  be	  an	  integral	  part	  of	  decision-­‐
making	  processes	  in	  Ghana.	  
	  
25.)	  Some	  people	  feel	  defeated	  but	  continue	  in	  this	  work	  because	  they	  know	  they	  
can	  help	  some	  people.	  	  
	  
What	  keeps	  them	  going	  is	  that	  one	  special	  person	  they	  helped	  or	  that	  one	  person	  
who	  comes	  up	  to	  them	  on	  the	  street	  and	  says	  thank	  you.	  
	  
26.)	  Too	  much	  red	  tape	  and	  too	  many	  gaps	  in	  the	  infrastructure.	  
	  
27.)	  Ghana	  needs	  a	  political	  mind	  shift.	  	  
	  
Statement	  made	  by	  a	  10-­‐year	  employee	  of	  TWN-­‐Africa.	  
	  
28.)	  Need	  to	  implement	  laws	  for	  gender	  based	  violence	  outside	  of	  domestic	  sphere.	  
	  
Perhaps	  an	  amendment	  or	  maybe	  just	  stipulating	  in	  the	  purview	  during	  the	  
implementation	  phase.	  But	  an	  amendment	  might	  be	  needed.	  
	  
29.)	  Still	  difficult	  to	  get	  women	  to	  see	  themselves	  as	  economic	  actors.	  
	  
30.)	  Women	  pushed	  out	  of	  economic	  and	  political	  sectors.	  	  
	  
Even	  though	  there	  are	  women	  currently	  in	  politics	  and	  working	  and	  contributing	  to	  
the	  economic	  sector,	  women	  still	  face	  discrimination	  within	  both	  sectors.	  Cultural	  
norms	  still	  work	  to	  keep	  women	  in	  the	  domestic	  sphere.	  
	  
31.)	  DV	  Management	  Board	  oversees	  women’s	  groups	  and	  the	  implementation	  of	  
the	  law.	  
	  
Highest	  management	  board	  in	  terms	  of	  DV.	  The	  management	  board	  was	  written	  into	  
the	  DVA	  and	  is	  responsible	  for	  effective	  implementation	  of	  the	  law.	  There	  is	  also	  
money	  being	  donated	  and	  the	  DV	  management	  board	  is	  responsible	  for	  doling	  it	  out.	  
	  




33.)	  Need	  for	  juvenile	  justice	  program.	  
	  
34.)	  National	  study	  confirmed	  that	  DV	  is	  prevalent	  and	  interventions	  are	  necessary.	  
	  
35.)	  Police	  officers	  being	  sensitized.	  	  	  
	  
Training	  manuals	  are	  now	  available	  via	  the	  Gender	  Center.	  Workshops	  being	  held.	  
	  
36.)	  More	  progress	  being	  made	  now	  by	  women’s	  groups	  than	  in	  the	  past.	  
	  
37.)	  Cultural	  shift	  is	  happening	  but	  it’s	  taking	  too	  long.	  
	  
38.)	  Important	  for	  Minister	  of	  Women’s	  and	  Children’s	  Affairs	  to	  have	  a	  good	  
relationship	  with	  orgs	  as	  well	  as	  Minister	  of	  Justice.	  
	  
See:	  Previous	  Minster’s	  clashes	  with	  different	  organizations.	  
	  
39.)	  Ghana	  proud	  to	  be	  one	  of	  the	  few	  African	  countries	  to	  pass	  DV	  Act.	  
	  
40.)	  Marital	  rape	  clause	  passed	  in	  an	  amendment.	  	  
	  
It	  was	  a	  very	  contentious	  issue	  to	  include	  that	  clause	  or	  not.	  It	  led	  to	  a	  stalemate	  for	  
a	  long	  time.	  But	  they	  eventually	  got	  the	  clause	  repealed	  in	  an	  amendment.	  
	  
41.)	  No	  equivalent	  to	  CPS	  and	  no	  termination	  of	  parents’	  rights.	  	  
	  
If	  anything	  they	  will	  take	  a	  child	  and	  place	  them	  with	  a	  relative.	  They	  don't	  want	  to	  
take	  a	  child	  and	  disrupt	  his/her	  schooling,	  so	  they	  might	  try	  to	  find	  a	  close	  relative	  
until	  the	  situation	  is	  resolved.	  
	  
42.)	  Men	  now	  coming	  in	  to	  DOVVSU	  and	  Dept	  of	  Social	  Welfare	  to	  report.	  	  
	  
Often	  there	  are	  issues	  surrounding	  the	  child's	  welfare	  or	  custody	  of	  a	  child	  that	  can	  
lead	  to	  abuse.	  Men	  may	  be	  abusive	  or	  women	  may	  be	  abusing	  the	  child	  or	  the	  
husband.	  Sometimes	  men	  are	  upset	  that	  the	  woman	  is	  not	  properly	  caring	  for	  the	  
child.	  This	  was	  unheard	  of	  before.	  
	  
43.)	  Police	  are	  not	  properly	  trained	  or	  sensitized	  to	  issues	  surrounding	  DV.	  
	  
44.)	  Women	  can’t	  own	  land	  and	  land	  reform	  is	  needed.	  
	  




See:	  the	  woman	  who	  killed	  her	  5	  children	  
	  
46.)	  Although	  FGM	  is	  illegal,	  it	  is	  still	  sought	  after	  by	  some	  women	  for	  cultural	  
reasons.	  	  
	  
Female	  genital	  mutilation	  is	  illegal	  in	  Ghana,	  but	  some	  women	  sneak	  across	  the	  
border	  to	  have	  it	  done	  because	  they	  feel	  pressure	  to	  live	  up	  to	  cultural	  standards.	  
They	  feel	  they	  will	  not	  be	  the	  "right"	  kind	  of	  woman	  without	  having	  the	  procedure.	  
	  
47.)	  Need	  for	  recognition	  that	  issues	  are	  related.	  	  
	  
Good	  to	  stay	  topical	  and	  address	  issues	  that	  are	  current	  that	  may	  not	  be	  at	  the	  
forefront	  of	  some	  people's	  minds.	  Ex.	  The	  financial	  crisis	  in	  the	  West	  was	  seen	  as	  a	  
non-­‐issue	  for	  many	  people	  in	  Ghana,	  but	  it	  actually	  affected	  Ghana's	  banks	  and	  
institutions	  and	  development.	  Need	  to	  help	  the	  government	  and	  civil	  society	  see	  
how	  things	  are	  interrelated.	  
	  
48.)	  Educated	  women	  are	  more	  likely	  to	  know	  about	  the	  passage	  of	  the	  DVA.	  	  
	  
It	  is	  less	  probable	  that	  women	  in	  rural	  areas	  will	  know	  about	  the	  DVA.	  It	  is	  an	  issue	  
of	  dissemination	  and	  infrastructure.	  
	  
49.)	  Need	  to	  do	  more	  to	  fight	  child	  labor.	  
	  
50.)	  Some	  women	  in	  rural	  areas	  and	  some	  illiterate	  women	  do	  not	  know	  about	  the	  
DVA.	  	  
	  
Most	  of	  the	  elite	  women	  in	  Ghana	  know	  about	  the	  DVA	  and	  about	  their	  rights.	  Many	  
women	  in	  rural	  areas,	  who	  are	  illiterate,	  have	  no	  idea	  that	  a	  law	  was	  passed,	  nor	  
would	  they	  be	  able	  to	  utilize	  its	  safeguards	  because	  of	  a	  lack	  of	  infrastructure	  in	  the	  
country.	  
	  
51.)	  Caning	  is	  still	  legal	  and	  practiced	  in	  many	  schools.	  	  
	  
They	  say	  some	  schools	  have	  banned	  it,	  but	  some	  still	  do	  it	  anyways.	  A	  huge	  factor	  is	  
the	  Bible	  verse	  “spare	  the	  rod,	  spoil	  the	  child.”	  Many	  believe	  it	  should	  be	  outlawed	  
by	  the	  government.	  
	  
52.)	  Two	  nationwide	  consultations	  done	  to	  get	  feedback	  on	  DVA	  bill	  before	  it	  was	  
passed.	  	  
	  
One	  was	  done	  by	  the	  coalition	  working	  to	  get	  the	  bill	  passed,	  and	  then	  once	  they	  
presented	  their	  results	  to	  the	  Parliament,	  the	  government	  decided	  they	  wanted	  to	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do	  their	  own	  study	  as	  well.	  The	  coalition	  study	  was	  met	  with	  overwhelming	  
approval	  by	  the	  people,	  but	  the	  government	  study	  was	  not.	  
	  
53.)	  Coalition	  consultations	  met	  with	  approval	  but	  government	  consultations	  not.	  
	  
54.)	  Even	  if	  resources	  are	  available,	  many	  can’t	  afford	  them.	  	  
	  
They	  can't	  afford	  them	  or	  don't	  have	  the	  time	  to	  take	  off	  to	  attend	  counseling.	  
	  
55.)	  Ghana	  as	  a	  gateway	  for	  human	  trafficking.	  
	  
See:	  Chinese	  girls	  
	  
56.)	  Often	  DOVVSU	  or	  Dept	  of	  Social	  Welfare	  will	  try	  to	  handle	  problems	  without	  the	  
courts.	  
	  
57.)	  People	  who	  claim	  there	  is	  no	  such	  thing	  as	  marital	  rape.	  
	  
58.)	  Perpetrator	  counselors	  and	  counseling	  needed.	  	  
	  
Especially	  within	  DOVVSU	  because	  people	  are	  more	  likely	  to	  listen	  to	  the	  police	  than	  
they	  are	  to	  someone	  at	  WISE	  or	  the	  ARK	  Foundation.	  
	  
59.)	  Neighbors	  reporting	  on	  behalf	  of	  neighbors	  now.	  
	  




















Appendix	  F:	  LIST	  OF	  PARA-­LITERATURE	  
	  
• Folder	  from	  Gender	  Studies	  and	  Human	  Rights	  Documentation	  Center	  that	  
contains	  Facts	  on	  Violence	  Against	  Women	  in	  Ghana	  which	  includes:	  
Pamphlets	  on	  Myths	  About	  Violence,	  Violence	  Against	  Women,	  and	  Rape	  and	  
Sexual	  Assault.	  The	  folder	  also	  contained	  a	  booklet	  covering	  topics	  such	  as:	  
profile	  of	  physical	  violence	  in	  Ghana,	  profile	  of	  psychological	  violence	  in	  
Ghana,	  sexual	  violence,	  traditional	  practices	  as	  violence,	  economic	  forms	  of	  
violence,	  reporting,	  reasons	  why	  women	  were	  physically	  or	  psychologically	  
abused,	  why	  do	  women	  stay	  in	  abusive	  relationships,	  perpetrator	  profiling,	  
what	  are	  your	  options,	  and	  the	  do’s	  and	  don’ts	  of	  helping	  victims	  of	  abuse.	  
• 3	  Sister	  WATCH	  Newsletters	  from	  the	  ARK	  Foundation.	  The	  newsletter’s	  
tagline	  is:	  Creating	  a	  Society	  in	  Which	  Men	  and	  Women	  are	  Truly	  Equal	  in	  all	  
Spheres	  and	  Endeavors	  of	  Life.	  The	  newsletters	  cover	  topics	  such	  as:	  The	  
Women’s	  Law	  and	  Human	  Rights	  Institute,	  sexual	  harassment	  at	  work,	  
warning	  signs	  of	  an	  abusive	  relationship,	  a	  call	  for	  stiffer	  FGM	  laws,	  16	  facts	  
about	  women	  you	  probably	  did	  not	  know,	  a	  personality	  profile	  of	  Alice	  
Walker,	  tips	  on	  dieting,	  mastering	  your	  goals,	  and	  effective	  work	  habits,	  
inspiring	  quotes,	  spotlight	  organizations	  and	  books,	  and	  regional	  news	  
related	  to	  abuse.	  Literature	  from	  the	  ARK	  Foundation	  also	  included	  a	  
pamphlet	  for	  a	  24	  hour	  hotline/counseling	  service.	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• 3	  African	  Agenda	  newsletters	  from	  Third	  World	  Network-­‐Africa.	  The	  
newsletters	  are	  published	  6	  times	  a	  year	  and	  contain	  articles	  with	  headlines	  
such	  as:	  “Women’s	  Responses	  to	  State	  Violence	  in	  the	  Niger	  Delta”,	  “Women	  
Keep	  Zimbabwe’s	  Battered	  Economy	  Afloat,”	  “African	  Rights	  Commission	  
Faces	  Sexual	  Orientation	  Test,”	  “Rwanda	  Takes	  Another	  Step	  to	  Empower	  Its	  
Women,”	  and	  	  “Complicating	  the	  Vote	  for	  Women.”	  Literature	  from	  Third	  
World	  Network-­‐Africa	  also	  included	  a	  pamphlet	  on	  Mobilizing	  for	  Economic	  
and	  Social	  Equity	  in	  and	  for	  Africa	  in	  the	  Global	  Order.	  
• Newsletter	  entitled	  “Akoben”	  (vigilance	  and	  readiness)	  from	  the	  Network	  for	  
Women’s	  Rights	  in	  Ghana	  (NETRIGHT).	  The	  newsletter	  contains	  articles	  on	  
the	  election	  of	  2008,	  using	  methods	  to	  increase	  women’s	  representation,	  
women	  on	  financing,	  setting	  an	  agenda	  for	  the	  Women’s	  Ministry,	  women	  in	  
politics,	  the	  first	  female	  speaker	  in	  Ghana’s	  parliament,	  and	  women	  and	  
HIV/AIDS.	  	  The	  literature	  from	  NETRIGHT	  also	  included	  a	  “Compilation	  of	  a	  
Yearly	  Review	  on	  the	  Status	  of	  Women	  in	  Ghana	  from	  2003-­‐2008.”	  The	  
booklet	  contains	  sic	  chapters,	  one	  for	  each	  year,	  and	  looks	  at	  what	  each	  year	  
has	  meant	  for	  women	  in	  Ghana	  both	  personally,	  politically,	  professionally,	  
domestically,	  and	  economically.	  There	  was	  also	  a	  pamphlet	  about	  NETRIGHT	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